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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
The shepherds went in haste,
And found Mary and Joseph and the Infant  
 lying in a manger. 

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
O God, who were pleased to give us
the shining example of the Holy Family,
graciously grant that we may imitate them
in practising the virtues of family life and in  
 the bonds of charity,
and so, in the joy of your house,
delight one day in eternal rewards.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Ecc 3:2-6, 12-14

A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus.

The Lord honours the father in his children,
and upholds the rights of a mother over her  
 sons.
Whoever respects his father is atoning for his  
 sins,
he who honours his mother is like someone  
 amassing a fortune.
Whoever respects his father will be happy  
 with children of his own,
he shall be heard on the day when he prays.
Long life comes to him who honours his  
 father,
he who sets his mother at ease is showing  
 obedience to the Lord.
My son, support your father in his old age,
do not grieve him during his life.
Even if his mind should fail, show him  
 sympathy,
do not despise him in your health and  
 strength;
for kindness to a father should not be  
 forgotten
but will serve as reparation for your sins.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Ps 127

Response:
O blessed are those who fear the Lord
And walk in his ways!

1.  O blessed are those who fear the Lord

  and walk in his ways!
  By the labour of your hands you shall eat.
  You will be happy and prosper. (R.)
2.  Your wife like a fruitful vine

  in the heart of your house;
  your children like shoots of the olive 
  around your table. (R.)
3.  Indeed thus shall be blessed

  the man who fears the Lord.
  May the Lord bless you from Zion
  all the days of your life! (R.)

SECOND READING  Col 3: 12-21

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Colossians.

You are God’s chosen race, his saints; 
he loves you, and you should be clothed 
in sincere compassion, in kindness and 
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with 
one another; forgive each other as soon as 
a quarrel begins. The Lord has forgiven you; 
now you must do the same. Over all these 
clothes, to keep them together and complete 
them, put on love. And may the peace of 
Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for 
this that you were called together as parts of 
the one body. Always be thankful.
 Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, 
find a home with you. Teach each other, 
and advise each other, in all wisdom. With 
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and 
hymns and inspired songs to God; and never 
say or do anything except in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.
 Wives give way to your husbands, as you 
should in the Lord. Husbands love your wives 
and treat them with gentleness. Children be 
obedient to your parents always, because 
that is what will please the Lord. Parents, 
never drive your children to resentment or 
you will make them feel frustrated.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the peace of Christ reign in your hearts;
let the message of Christ find a home with  
 you.
Alleluia

GOSPEL  Mt 2:13-15. 19-23

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.

After the wise men had left, the angel of the 
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother 
with you, and escape into Egypt, and stay 
there until I tell you, because Herod intends 
to search for the child and do away with 
him.” So Joseph got up and, taking the child 
and his mother with him, left that night for 
Egypt, where they stayed until Herod was 
dead. This was to fulfil what the Lord had 
spoken through the prophet:

 I called my son out of Egypt.

After Herod’s death, the angel of the Lord 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and 
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother 
with you and go back to the land of Israel, 
for those who wanted to kill the children are 
dead”. So Joseph got up and, taking the 
child and his mother with him, went back to 
the land of Israel. But when he learnt that 
Archelaus has succeeded his father Herod 

as ruler of Judea he was afraid to go there, 
and being warned in a dream he left for the 
region of Galilee. There he settled in a town 
called Nazareth. In this way the words spoken 
through the prophets were to be fulfilled: 

He will be called a Nazarene.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
We offer you, Lord, the sacrifice of  
 conciliation,
humbly asking that,
through the intercession of the Virgin Mother  
 of God and St Joseph, 
you may establish our families firmly in your  
 grace and your peace.
Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Our God has appeared on the earth, and  
 lived among us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Bring those you refresh with this heavenly  
 Sacrament,
most merciful Father,
to imitate constantly the example of the Holy  
 Family,
so that, after the trials of this world,
we may share their company for ever.
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
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Matthew is writing for a community which is made up mainly of Jewish 
Christians: he is anxious to show that the Gospel story is the fulfilment 
of God’s promises and actions as recorded in the Hebrew Scriptures. He 
often uses expressions such as “In this way the words spoken through 
the prophets were to be fulfilled.”

Today, there are echoes of the Genesis story of Joseph, where Egypt is the place of safety 
(not of slavery, as is its usual sense). Like Moses, Joseph acts under God’s instructions, 
communicated here in dreams and by angels; like Moses, he can return to his own land 
when those who sought to kill (in this case Jesus) are dead. Like the Israelites in Exodus, 
he returns from Egypt. It seems that in Matthew’s version, Joseph and Mary were living in 
Bethlehem to begin with, as the evangelist notes that Joseph was afraid to go back to his 
own place because of possible danger from the son of Herod the Great who was now king 
in the place of his father: so he settled in a town called Nazareth, the town in the north, in 
Galilee, from which tradition tells us Jesus came.

The first two chapters of Matthew present the themes which we will encounter in his 
version of the story of Jesus throughout this liturgical year: they are sometimes called 
the Gospel in miniature. The Exodus will form a prominent background to our readings, 
setting the story of Jesus firmly in the tradition of the Jewish Scriptures which we call the 
Old Testament. n

When next you see a news item about 
refugees, say to yourself, “Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph have been through that sort of 
experience.”

DO

JESUS THE REFUGEE 
(MATT 2:13-15. 19-23)

SAY

You should be 
clothed in sincere 
compassion
(Colossians 3:12)

Matthew is writing his Gospel for a 
community of mainly Jewish Christians.

The evangelist wants to show that the 
ministry and passion of Jesus are in accord 
with God’s plan.

This is shown by fulfilment quotations from 
the Jewish Scriptures.

LEARN

One of the distressing features of life 
at the present time is the number 
of people who find themselves 

displaced from their homes due to war, 
conflict, famine and natural disasters. The 
risks they take by undertaking long and 
dangerous journeys during which they can 
be taken advantage of by unscrupulous 
criminals illustrate their desperation: 
setting out to cross open water in 
inadequate and overcrowded vessels is a 
measure of their determination to survive 
and find a better life for their families.

There is no denying that coping with 
refugees poses problems for the countries 
in which they arrive. But to characterise 
such people as scroungers looking for an 
easy life is hardly the Christian response. 
Today’s Feast of the Holy Family presents 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph as refugees 
fleeing what might be described in today’s 
terms as ethnic cleansing. A possible 
threat to a tyrannical ruler is met with 
what we would call state-sponsored 
murder. Hardly the idyllic existence 
imagined in many holy pictures.

The letter to the Hebrews tells us that 
Christ has experienced everything we 
have known except sin. Our celebration 
today of the Holy Family presents us with 
Christ enduring danger, an attempt on his 
life and fleeing to a foreign land for safety. 
The Lord we worship knows what it is to 
be a refugee. We might remember that 
when next we see such a situation on our 
news bulletins. n

REFLECT

Yemeni children in refugee camp in Yemen


