
Concordat cum originali: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin. Additional material, cum permissu: +Diarmuid Martin, Archbishop of Dublin. 
Commentary by Fr Derek Ryan C.Ss.R. The English translation of the entrance and communion antiphons, the opening prayers, prayers over the 
gifts, gloria, creed, and prayers after communion from The Roman Missal, © 2010 International Commission of English in the Liturgy Corporation. 
Jerusalem Bible version of the scriptures copyright: Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd., and Doubleday & Co. Inc. Responsorial psalms are copyright 
The Grail and/or Geoffrey Chapman Ltd. Published in Ireland by Redemptorist Communications (www.redcoms.org); Published in the UK by 
Redemptorist Publications (www.rpbooks.co.uk)

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and  
 not of affliction.
You will call upon me, and I will answer you,
and I will lead back your captives from every  
 place.

GlORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COllECT
Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God,
the constant gladness of being devoted to  
 you,
for it is full and lasting happiness
to serve with constancy
the author of all that is good.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Malachi 3:19-20

A reading from the prophet Malachi.

The day is coming now, burning like a 
furnace; and all the arrogant and the evil-
doers will be like stubble. The day that is 
coming is going to burn them up, says the 
Lord of hosts, leaving them neither root nor 
stalk. But for you who fear my name, the sun 
of righteousness will shine out with healing 
in its rays.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSAlM Psalm 97:5-9

Response:
The Lord comes to rule the peoples with  
 fairness.

1.  Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp
  with the sound of music.
  With trumpets and the sound of the horn
  acclaim the King, the Lord. (R.)

2.  Let the sea and all within it, thunder;
  the world, and all its peoples.
  Let the rivers clap their hands
  and the hills ring our their joy
  at the presence of the Lord. (R.) 

3.  For the Lord comes,
  he comes to rule the earth.
  He will rule the world with justice
  and the peoples with fairness. (R.)

SECOND READING 2 thessalonians 3:7-12

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to 
the Thessalonians.

You know how you are supposed to imitate 
us: now we were not idle when we were 
with you, nor did we ever have our meals 
at anyone’s table without paying for them; 
no, we worked night and day, slaving and 
straining, so as not to be a burden on any of 
you. This was not because we had no right 
to be, but in order to make ourselves an 
example for you to follow.
 We gave you a rule when we were with 
you: not to let anyone have any food if he 
refused to do any work. Now we hear that 
there are some of you who are living in 
idleness, doing no work themselves but 
interfering with everyone else’s. In the Lord 
Jesus Christ, we order and call on people 
of this kind to go on quietly working and 
earning the food that they eat.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEl ACClAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Stay awake, praying at all times
for the strength to stand with confidence
before the Son of Man.
Alleluia!

GOSPEl    Luke 21:5-19            

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Luke.

When some were talking about the Temple, 
remarking how it was adorned with fine 
stonework and votive offerings, Jesus 
said, “All these things you are staring at 
now – the time will come when not a single 
stone will be left on another: everything 
will be destroyed.” And they put to him this 
question: “Master,” they said “when will this 
happen, then, and what sign will there be that 
this is about to take place?”
 “Take care not to be deceived,” he said 
“because many will come using my name 
and saying, ‘I am he’ and, ‘The time is near 
at hand.’ Refuse to join them. And when 
you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be 
frightened, for this is something that must 
happen but the end is not so soon.” Then 
he said to them, “Nation will fight against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There 
will be great earthquakes and plagues and 
famines here and there; there will be fearful 
sights and great signs from heaven.
 “But before all this happens, men will seize 
you and persecute you; they will hand you 
over to the synagogues and to imprisonment, 
and bring you before kings and governors 
because of my name – and that will be 
your opportunity to bear witness. Keep this 
carefully in mind: you are not to prepare your 
defence, because I myself shall give you an 
eloquence and a wisdom that none of your 
opponents will be able to resist or contradict. 
You will be betrayed even by parents and 
brothers, relations and friends; and some of 
you will be put to death. You will be hated by 
all on account of my name, but not a hair of 

your head will be lost. Your endurance will 
win you your lives.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Grant, O Lord, we pray,
that what we offer in the sight of your majesty
may obtain for us the grace of being devoted  
 to you
and gain us the prize of everlasting happiness.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
To be near God is my happiness,
to place my hope in God the Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We have partaken of the gifts of this sacred  
 mystery,
humbly imploring, O Lord,
that what your Son commanded us to do
in memory of him
may bring us growth in charity.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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SAY

Let the sea and all  
within it, thunder!
(Psalm 97:7)
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The Temple of Solomon was destroyed 
by the Babylonians in 587 BC, during the 
lifetime of the prophet Jeremiah.

The Temple begun by Herod the Great was 
destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD: it was 
never rebuilt.

With the destruction of the Temple, the 
Sadducees lost their power base and 
authority: the leadership of the nation passed 
to the synagogue and the Pharisees, who 
became known as the rabbis.

Learn

Luke has presented Jesus throughout the Gospel as a prophet. When 
he reports Jesus as teaching his disciples within the Temple precincts, 
we might think of the prophet Jeremiah, who found himself in a very 
vulnerable situation when he preached against the complacency of the 
people of Jerusalem and their disregard for their responsibilities under 
the covenant. 

This had come about because of their belief that the Lord would never allow the Temple to 
fall into enemy hands: it did, and Jeremiah’s prophetic word was vindicated. Jesus makes 
a similar prediction, then he goes on to talk about the events which will befall the people 
of Jerusalem before this takes place. The leaders of the people have rejected the Lord’s 
prophet: now they themselves will be rejected.

Jesus is also speaking about the sufferings and trials of his disciples before the disaster 
takes place. The clash between the Jewish Christians and the Synagogue will result in 
persecution, but they should regard being hauled into court as an opportunity to bear 
witness to what they believe: when this happens, the risen Jesus will inspire them, so they 
should not rehearse what they will say in their defence. The divisions within families over 
whether Jesus is the Messiah will lead to disciples being denounced to the authorities by 
their relatives, but Jesus urges them to stand fast, saying, “your endurance will win you 
your lives”. They can trust the prophetic word of Jesus: the reader of the Gospel knows 
that it came true in regard to the Temple; they can rely on it where they own future is 
concerned. n 

Don’t 
PaniC!
(LukE 21:5-19)

We are drawing near to the end 
of the church’s year, and it 
is customary for the Gospel 

readings to be rather sombre, reflecting 
on the end of time. The theme is usually 
that of disasters on an apocalyptic scale. 
The focus for this teaching of Jesus is 
indeed normally the end of the world, 
but Luke has a different point of view. He 
places these events within human history: 
by the time he is writing his Gospel, these 
catastrophes have already happened, but 

they will be repeated down through the 
ages. People will be persecuted for their 
beliefs: families will be divided, and there 
will be war and natural disasters.

In recent years, these calamities in our 
environment have become alarmingly 
frequent, due to what we term climate 
change. Insurance companies used to 
classify such occurrences as ‘acts of God’: 
we know now that God is not responsible, 
it is the fault of human beings who do 

not respect the natural world, seeing it 
only as a resource to be exploited and 
plundered, with no responsibility to 
repair the damage done to the fabric of 
our planet. In this sense, we are bringing 
disaster upon ourselves, and, as usual, it 
is the poorest and most vulnerable who 
are bearing the brunt. Perhaps a mild 
dose of panic about the state of the world 
might be in order. n 

reFLeCT

The Book of Genesis tells us that human 
beings are to look after and respect the 
garden, which represents the whole natural 
environment. See what you can do to put 
this responsibility into practice. 
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