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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
All peoples, clap your hands.
Cry to God with shouts of joy!

GlORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COllECT
O God, who through the grace of adoption
chose us to be children of light,
grant, we pray,
that we may not be wrapped in the darkness  
 of error
but always be seen to stand in the bright light  
 of truth.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING 1 kings 19:16.19-21

A reading from the first book of the Kings.

The Lord said to Elijah: “Go, you are to anoint 
Elisha son of Shaphat, of Abel Meholah, as 
prophet to succeed you.”
Leaving there, Elijah came on Elisha son of 
Shaphat as he was ploughing behind twelve 
yoke of oxen, he himself being with the 
twelfth. Elijah passed near to him and threw 
his cloak over him. Elisha left his oxen and 
ran after Elijah. “Let me kiss my father and 
mother, then I will follow you” he said. Elijah 
answered, “Go, go back; for have I done 
anything to you?” Elisha turned away, took 
the pair of oxen and slaughtered them. He 
used the plough for cooking the oxen, then 
gave to his men, who ate. He then rose, and 
followed Elijah and became his servant.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSAlM Psalm 15 

Response:
O Lord, it is you who are my portion.

1.  Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you.
  I say to the Lord: “You are my God.”
  O Lord, it is you who are my portion and  
   cup;
  it is you yourself who are my prize. (R.)
2.  I will bless the Lord who gives me  

  counsel,

  who even at night directs my heart.
  I keep the Lord ever in my sight:
  since he is at my right hand, I shall stand  
   firm. (R.)
3.  And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad;

  even my body shall rest in safety.
  For you will not leave my soul among the  
   dead,
  nor let your beloved know decay. (R.)
4.  You will show me the path of life,

  the fullness of joy in your presence,
  at your right hand happiness for ever. (R.)
 

SECOND READING  Galatians 5:1. 13-18

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Galatians.

When Christ freed us, he meant us to remain 
free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit 
again to the yoke of slavery.
 My brothers, you were called, as you know, 
to liberty; but be careful, or this liberty will 
provide an opening for self-indulgence. 
Serve one another, rather, in works of love, 
since the whole of the Law is summarised 
in a single command: Love your neighbour 
as yourself. If you go snapping at each other 
and tearing each other to pieces, you had 
better watch or you will destroy the whole 
community.
 Let me put it like this: if you are guided by 
the Spirit you will be in no danger of yielding 
to self-indulgence, since self-indulgence is 
the opposite of the Spirit, the Spirit is totally 
against such a thing, and it is precisely 
because the two are so opposed that you do 
not always carry out your good intentions. 
If you are led by the Spirit, no law can touch 
you.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEl ACClAMATION
Alleluia! alleluia!
Speak, Lord, your servant is listening:
you have the message of eternal life. 
Alleluia!

GOSPEl  Luke 9:51-62

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Luke.

As the time drew near for him to be taken 
up to heaven, Jesus resolutely took the road 
for Jerusalem and sent messengers ahead 
of him. These set out, and they went into 
a Samaritan village to make preparations 
for him, but the people would not receive 
him because he was making for Jerusalem. 
Seeing this, the disciples James and John 
said, “Lord, do you want us to call down 
fire from heaven to burn them up?” But he 
turned and rebuked them, and they went off 
to another village.
 As they travelled along they met a man on 
the road who said to him, “I will follow you 
wherever you go.” Jesus answered, “Foxes 
have holes and the birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay 
his head.”
 Another to whom he said, “Follow me,” 
replied, “Let me go and bury my father first.” 
But he answered, “Leave the dead to bury 
their dead; your duty is to go and spread the 
news of the kingdom of God.”
 Another said, “I will follow you, sir, but first 

let me go and say good-bye to my people at 
home.” Jesus said to him, “Once the hand is 
laid on the plough, no one who looks back is 
fit for the kingdom of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
O God, who graciously accomplish
the effects of your mysteries,
grant, we pray,
that the deeds by which we serve you
may be worthy of these sacred gifts.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and all within me, his holy name.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
May this divine sacrifice we have offered and  
 received
fill us with life, O Lord, we pray,
so that, bound to you in lasting charity,
we may bear fruit that lasts for ever.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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This part of Luke’s Gospel 
concentrates on the important 
journey of Jesus and his followers 
from Galilee to Jerusalem. Already, 
his disciples have witnessed many 
signs including the feeding of the 
five thousand, the transfiguration 
of Jesus and powerful gestures of 
healing that have convinced those 
closest to him that Jesus is indeed 
the Messiah. 
However, this territory of Samaria is 
dangerous and hostile and many Jews 
were not welcome to stay in villages along 
the way. Jesus sends two messengers to 
prepare the way for him but they do not 
find the place hospitable. Two disciples, 
James and John, suggest that the best way 
to counteract such rejection is to call fire 
down from heaven to destroy the village. 
Definitely a harsh response to say the least, 
but thankfully Jesus does not harbour the 
same aggression and he rebukes his two 
friends and moves on to the next village. 

We then move into three incidents or short 
parables concerning followers of Jesus 
and each story details the cost involved in 
choosing to be a disciple of Christ. In each 
case, a hard decision needs to be made: 
continue to follow Jesus along the way or 
allow your mind to be turned elsewhere. 
For Jesus, proclaiming the Kingdom takes 
priority over everything else, and in each of 
these stories, the cost of discipleship is too 
much. They turn their backs on the Lord 
and focus on worldly things. Indeed, while 
we could view these stories as somewhat 
harsh, perhaps we could ask the question, 
how willing are we to change in order to be 
a worthy servant of God the Father? n 
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SAY

“Be sure that you first 
preach by the way you 
live. if you do not, people 
will notice that you 
say one thing, but live 
otherwise, and your words 
will bring only cynical 
laughter and a derisive 
shake of the head.”
(St Charles Borromeo)

Read the Gospel story again and focus in 
particular on the three short stories. Why 
do you think they turned away from Jesus? 
What was being asked of them?

do

“The Church is the visible plan of God’s love 
for humanity because God desires that the 
whole human race may become one People 
of God, form one Body of Christ, and be built 
up into one temple of the Holy Spirit.”

(Paul VI, June 22, 1973)

LeArn

Someone once said that if you want an example of Christian commitment and 
self-sacrifice, reflect on the countless religious, priests and lay people who 
travelled to missionary territories only to encounter the greatest of hardships 

in their personal lives as a result of malaria, yellow fever and other tropical 
infections. A Jesuit mission called Baroma, in the heart of Northern Mozambique, 
has a picturesque graveyard overlooking the Zambeze river. A closer inspection 
of the headstones shows that the average age at death was 22. Young men full of 
ideals, full of zeal and full of faith in the preached message of Christ, dying long 
before their time. These moments of reflection can be heart-wrenching but also 
heartening. The church always had people who were willing to lay down their lives 
for their faith and while Jesus is not asking for that level of commitment in today’s 
Gospel, he is asking for a change of mind and heart. In this secular environment we 
all live in, where topics of conversation focus on our standard of living, Brexit, the 
age of Artificial Intelligence, Tesla cars and my personal happiness, where does God 
and church fit into our worldly vision? Jesus’ call to his followers today is a call to 
re-orientate our minds towards God and the Christian call to discipleship. Practically 
speaking, that means placing ourselves into God’s Spirit and serving God’s people 
like the missionaries before us. n

refLeCT

ThE cosT of 
foLLowinG JEsus  

(LukE 9: 51-62)

Printed image in Grace Church Chiangmai, Thailand of Jesus going up to Jerusalem 
among a large crowd


