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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
O Lord, hear my voice, for I have called to  
 you;
of you my heart has spoken: Seek his face;
hide not your face from me, alleluia.

GlORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COllECT
Graciously hear our supplications, O Lord,
so that we, who believe that the Saviour of  
 the human race
is with you in your glory,
may experience, as he promised,
until the end of the world,
his abiding presence among us.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 7:55-60

A reading from the first Act of the Apostles.

Stephen, filled with the Holy Spirit, gazed 
into heaven and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at God’s right hand. “I can 
see heaven thrown open,” he said, “and the 
Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
God.” At this all the members of the council 
shouted out and stopped their ears with their 
hands; then they all rushed at him, sent him 
out of the city and stoned him. The witnesses 
put down their clothes at the feet of a young 
man called Saul. As they were stoning him, 
Stephen said in invocation, “Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and 
said aloud, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them”; and with these words he fell asleep.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSAlM Psalm 96 

Response:
The Lord is king, most high above all the 
earth.
or
Alleluia!

1.  The Lord is king, let earth rejoice,
  the many coastlands be glad.
  His throne is justice and right. (R.)

2.  The skies proclaim his justice;
  all peoples see his glory.
  All you spirits, worship him. (R.)

3.  For you indeed are the Lord
  most high above all the earth
  exalted far above all spirits. (R.)

SECOND READING Apocalypse 22:12-14. 16-17.20

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse. 

I, John, heard a voice speaking to me: 
“Very soon now, I shall be with you again, 
bringing the reward to be given to every 
man according to what he deserves. I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, 
the Beginning and the End. Happy are those 
who will have washed their robes clean, so 
that they will have the right to feed on the 
tree of life and can come through the gates 
into the city.” 
 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to make 
these revelations to you for the sake of the 
churches. I am of David’s line, the root of 
David and the bright star of the morning.”
 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” Let 
everyone who listens answer, “Come.” Then 
let all who are thirsty come; all who want it 
may have the water of life, and have it free.
 The one who guarantees these revelations 
repeats his promise: I shall indeed be with 
you soon. Amen; come, Lord Jesus. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEl ACClAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
I will not leave you orphans, says the Lord;
I will come back to you, and your hearts will  
 be full of joy.
Alleluia!

GOSPEl  John 17:20-26

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
John.

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said:
“Holy Father,
I pray not only for these,
but for those also
who through their words will believe in me.
May they all be one.
Father, may they be one in us,
as you are in me and I am in you,
so that the world may believe it was you  
   who sent me.
I have given them the glory you gave to me,
that they may be one as we are one.
With me in them and you in me,
may they be so completely one
that the world will realise that it was you  
   who sent me
and that I have loved them as much as you  
   love me.
Father,
I want those you have given me
to be with me where I am,
so that they may always see the glory
you have given me
because you loved me
before the foundation of the world.
Father, Righteous One,
the world has not known you,
but I have known you,
and these have known
that you have sent me.
I have made your name known to them

and will continue to make it known,
so that the love with which you loved me  
  may be in them,
and so that I may be in them.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Accept, O Lord, the prayers of your faithful
with the sacrificial offerings,
that through these acts of devotedness
we may pass over to the glory of heaven.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Father, I pray that they may be one
as we also are one, alleluia.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Hear us, O God our Saviour,
and grant us confidence,
that through these sacred mysteries
there will be accomplished in the body of the  
 whole Church
what has already come to pass in Christ  
 her Head.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.
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It is often said that Chapter 17 of John’s 
Gospel contains the seeds of Christian 
spirituality. Take some time this week to 
read this prayer of Jesus. 

do

This chapter of John’s Gospel 
is often referred to as the high 
priestly prayer of Jesus, and is 
an address given by Jesus on 
the night before his crucifixion.

It is clear that Jesus’ concern is for his 
disciples and the hardship they will 
endure as a result of their preaching and 
teaching. He prays for their protection and 
acknowledges that even though he has 
taught them and given them the Word of 
God, the world has hated them. We can 
see a parallel in today’s first reading from 
Acts with the stoning of Stephen. His 
unwavering faith in Jesus has got him into 
trouble with the authorities but before he 
dies, his eyes turn to heaven and he sees 
the Son of Man standing at the right hand 
of God. He prays. “Lord Jesus, receive my 
Spirit.” This is the commitment Jesus looks 
for in his followers. 

However, in the verses of John’s Gospel 
today, we can see a secondary concern of 
Jesus that will prove to be a burning issue 
of debate even in the church of the present 
day. Disunity amongst fellow Christians 
was not only evident in the time of Jesus, 
it continues after his death. Jesus offers a 
prayer on this final night with his disciples, 
that all will be perfectly one. He asks that the 
love and unity expressed in the relationship 
between the Father and Son, be present in 
them as followers of the risen Christ. n 

LeArn

“There is one body and one Spirit – just as 
you were called to the one hope that belongs 
to your call – one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is 
over all and through all and in all.” 
(Eph 4: 4-6)

A PRAyER foR 
chRisTiAn uniTy(John 17: 20-26)

SAY
“Where there is shouting, 
let us practise listening;
Where there is confusion, 
let us inspire harmony;
Where there is exclusion, 
let us offer solidarity;
Where there is falsehood, 
let us bring truth.”
(excerpt from Pope francis for 
World Communications day, 2018)

Today, the Catholic Church celebrates World Communications Day and most 
of us can claim to be experts in this field with the advent of smart phones and 
other devices that bring us into contact with a range of possibilities through the 

internet. There are huge positives attached to being able to use the internet, not least 
for people who live away from home and can keep in contact with family through 
WhatsApp, Facebook and other platforms. Pope Francis himself stated back in 2014 
that the internet should be “an environment rich in humanity, a network not of wires 
but of people”. 

We not only celebrate today but we also reflect on the current state and nature 
of relationships on the internet. Cardinal Paolo Ruffini, Prefect of the Dicastery 
for Communication states that social media can nourish “true, beautiful, solid 
relationships but it can also fuel hatred”. He goes on to state that Pope Francis 
wants people to view social media not as something that traps you, but something 
that frees you and that you make an instrument of freedom. On this 53rd World 
Communications Day, the church underlines the value of interaction understood as 
dialogue and as an opportunity to meet with others.

Today also confirms Pope Francis’ attention to the new communications environment 
where he is present with his @Pontifex account on Twitter and @Franciscus account 
on Instagram. n 

refLeCT


