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GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,
who, when Christ had been baptised in the  
 River Jordan
and as the Holy Spirit descended upon him,
solemnly declared him your beloved Son,
grant that your children by adoption,
reborn of water and the Holy Spirit,
may always be well pleasing to you.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 40:1-5.9-11

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

“Console my people, console them”
says your God.
“Speak to the heart of Jerusalem
and call to her
that her time of service is ended, 
that her sin is atoned for,
that she has received from the hand of the  
 Lord
double punishment for her crimes.”

A voice cries, “Prepare in the wilderness
a way for the Lord.
Make a straight highway for our God
across the desert.
Let every valley be filled in,
every mountain and hill be laid low,
let every cliff become a plain,
and the ridges a valley;
then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed
and all mankind shall see it;
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

Go up on a high mountain,
joyful messenger to Zion.
Shout with a loud voice,
joyful messenger to Jerusalem.
Shout without fear,
say to the towns of Judah,
“Here is your God.”
Here is the Lord coming with power,
his arm subduing all things to him.
The prize of his victory is with him, 
his trophies all go before him.
He is like a shepherd feeding his flock,
gathering lambs in his arms,
holding them against his breast
and leading to their rest the mother ewes.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 103

Response:
Bless the Lord, my soul!
Lord God, how great you are.

1.  Lord God, how great you are,
  clothed in majesty and glory,
  wrapped in light as in a robe!
  You stretch out the heavens like a tent. (R.)
2.  Above the rains you build your dwelling.

  You make the clouds your chariot,
  you walk on the wings of the wind,
  you make the winds your messengers
  and flashing fire your servants. (R.)
3.  How many are your works, O Lord!

  In wisdom you have made them all.
  The earth is full of your riches.
  There is the sea, vast and wide,
  with its moving swarms past counting,
  living things great and small. (R.)
4.  All of these look to you

  to give them their food in due season.
  You give it, they gather it up:
  you open your hand, they have their fill.  
   (R.)
5.  You take back your spirit, they die,

  returning to the dust from which they  
   came.
  You send forth your spirit, they are   
   created;
  and you renew the face of the earth. (R.) 

SECOND READING  Titus 2:11-14.3:4-7

A reading from the letter of St Paul to Titus.

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has 
made salvation possible for the whole human 
race and taught us that what we have to do 
is to give up everything that does not lead to 
God, and all our worldly ambitions; we must 
be self-restrained and live good and religious 
lives here in this present world, while we 
are waiting in hope for the blessing which 
will come with the Appearing of the glory of 
our great God and saviour Christ Jesus. He 
sacrificed himself for us in order to set us free 
from all wickedness and to purify a people so 
that it could be his very own and would have 
no ambition except to do good.
 When the kindness and love of God our 
saviour for mankind were revealed, it was 
not because he was concerned with any 
righteous actions we might have done 
ourselves; it was for no reason except his 
own compassion that he saved us, by means 
of the cleansing water of rebirth and by 
renewing us with the Holy Spirit which he 
has so generously poured over us through 
Jesus Christ our saviour. He did this so 
that we should be justified by his grace, to 
become heirs looking forward to inheriting 
eternal life.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Someone is coming, said John, someone  
 greater than I.
He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and  
 with fire. Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Luke 3:15-16.21-22

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Luke. 

A feeling of expectancy had grown among 
the people, who were beginning to think that 
John might be the Christ, so John declared 
before them all, “I baptise you with water, but 
someone is coming, someone who is more 
powerful than I am and I am not fit to undo 
the strap of his sandals; he will baptise you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire.”
 Now when all the people had been baptised 
and while Jesus after his own baptism was 
at prayer, heaven opened and the Holy Spirit 
descended on him in bodily shape, like a dove. 
And a voice came from heaven, “You are my 
Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Accept, O Lord, the offerings
we have brought to honour the revealing of  
 your beloved Son,
so that the oblation of your faithful
may be transformed into the sacrifice of him
who willed in his compassion
to wash away the sins of the world. Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Behold the One of whom John said:
I have seen and testified that this is the Son  
 of God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Nourished with these sacred gifts,
we humbly entreat your mercy, O Lord,
that, faithfully listening to your Only Begotten  
 Son,
we may be your children in name and in  
 truth.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Any story in the Gospel narrative which is embarrassing to an 
important person is likely to have a basis in historical fact. Such 
stories, for example Peter’s denying that he knows Jesus, are too 
strong in the collective memory to be omitted.
The episode of John the Baptist baptising Jesus falls into this category. Does this mean 
that John is greater than Jesus? Some people were clearly under that impression, so in 
Luke’s account, John definitely states that someone is coming who is more powerful than 
he. This person will baptise, not as John does with water, but with the Holy Spirit and 
with fire.

Luke does not record any exchange between Jesus and John; he prefers in his writing to 
have only one major character on the scene at a time. However, he does present Jesus as 
being baptised along with “all the people” and then spending time in prayer, something 
he mentions at various important points in Jesus’ ministry. Another important theme in 
Luke and Acts is the Holy Spirit, who comes at the beginning of a new and significant 
stage in the narrative; here it is at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry in Galilee. Luke 
presents the interior communication between God and Jesus in a way accessible to the 
reader and we are let into the secret of Jesus’ true identity. Although the figure of the dove 
appears elsewhere in the Bible, it might be more helpful to set the descending of the Spirit 
upon Jesus against the overshadowing of Mary by the Spirit at the Annunciation: that 
is the beginning of a significant period in the Gospel narrative. In these cases, the Spirit 
corresponds to the biblical idea of a power from God, which is at work in human beings to 
fulfil God’s plan. In both of these accounts, Jesus is referred to as “Son of God”. n 

SAY
The Lord will bless the 
people with peace.

WATER  
OR FIRE? 
(LUKE 3:15-16. 21-22)

Make the Sign of the Cross with holy water 
and think of your baptism. Remember that 
Jesus stands in solidarity with you.

DO

Jesus set aside time to pray.

The disciples experience baptism 
with the Holy Spirit and with 
fire definitively at Pentecost.

The fact that a Gospel story contains material 
embarrassing to a person or to the tradition 
suggests that there is an historical basis to 
the episode.

LEARN

John’s baptism was for the 
forgiveness of sins. Does this mean 
that Jesus needed to be forgiven? In 

a sense, Luke sidesteps the question and 
concentrates on the revealing of Jesus 
as the Son of God. John’s baptism was 
the ritual by which people outwardly 
expressed their decision to turn their lives 
round and to try to be the kind of person 
God intended them to be. By joining 

the crowds being baptised by John, 
the sinless Jesus shows his solidarity 
with sinful, struggling humanity. It is 
interesting that it is at this point that God 
reveals Jesus to be God’s Son, when 
Jesus stands alongside repentant sinners. 

Another point worth considering from this 
section is that Jesus is shown “at prayer”. 
Even being the Son of God, he had to 

set time aside to communicate with God 
in this way. We may tell ourselves that it 
is enough to be aware of God at all (or 
any) times, but this is really no substitute 
for spending time alone with God in 
personal conversation. If Jesus did it, as 
Luke implies, then we ought to follow his 
example. n 

REFLECT
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