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GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing  
 care,
that, relying solely on the hope of heavenly  
 grace,
they may be defended always by your   
 protection.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 6:1-8

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the 
Lord seated on a high throne; his train filled 
the sanctuary; above him stood seraphs, each 
one with six wings.
 And they cried out one to another in this 
way,

  “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.
  His glory fills the whole earth.”

The foundations of the threshold shook with 
the voice of the one who cried out, and the 
Temple was filled with smoke. I said:

  “What a wretched state I am in! I am lost,
  for I am a man of unclean lips
  and I live among a people of unclean lips,
  and my eyes have looked at the King, the  
  Lord of hosts.”

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding 
in his hand a live coal which he had taken 
from the altar with a pair of tongs. With this 
he touched my mouth and said:

 “See now, this has touched your lips,
 your sin is taken away,
 your iniquity is purged.”

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying:

  “Whom shall I send? Who will be our  
  messenger?”

I answered, “Here I am, send me.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 137

Response:
Before the angels I will bless you, O Lord.
1.  I thank you, Lord, with all my heart,

  you have heard the words of my mouth.
  Before the angels I will bless you.
  I will adore before your holy temple. (R.)

2.  I thank you for your faithfulness and love
  which excel all we ever knew of you.
  On the day I called, you answered;
  you increased the strength of my soul. (R.)
3.  All earth’s kings shall thank you

  when they hear the words of your mouth.
  They shall sing of the Lord’s ways:
  “How great is the glory of the Lord!” (R.)
4.  You stretch out your hand and save me,

  your hand will do all things for me.
  Your love, O Lord, is eternal,
  discard not the work of your hands. (R.)
 
SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

(For shorter form, read between > <)
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Corinthians.

Brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I 
preached to you, the gospel that you received 
and in which you are firmly established; 
because the gospel will save you only if you 
keep believing exactly what I preached to 
you – believing anything else will not lead to 
anything.
 Well then, >in the first place, I taught you 
what I had been taught myself, namely 
that Christ died for our sins, in accordance 
with the scriptures; that he was buried; and 
that he was raised to life on the third day, 
in accordance with the scripture; that he 
appeared first to Cephas and secondly to the 
Twelve. Next he appeared to more than five 
hundred of the brothers at the same time, 
most of whom are still alive, though some 
have died; then he appeared to James, and 
then to all the apostles; and last of all he 
appeared to me too; it was as though I was 
born when no one expected it.<
 I am the least of the apostles; in fact, since 
I persecuted the Church of God, I hardly 
deserve the name apostle; but by God’s grace 
that is what I am, and the grace that he gave 
me has not been fruitless. On the contrary, 
I, or rather the grace of God that is with me, 
have worked harder than any of the others; 
>but what matters is that I preach what they 
preach, and this is what you all believed.

The word of the Lord.<
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
I call you friends, says the Lord,
because I have made known to you
everything I have learnt from my Father.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Luke 5:1-11

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Luke.

Jesus was standing one day by the lake of 
Gennesaret, with the crowd pressing round 
him listening to the word of God, when he 
caught sight of two boats close to the bank. 
The fishermen had gone out of them and 
were washing their nets. He got into one of 
the boats – it was Simon’s – and asked him 
to put out a little from the shore. Then he sat 
down and taught the crowds from the boats.
 When he had finished speaking he said 
to Simon, “Put out into deep water and pay 
out your nets for a catch.” “Master,” Simon 
replied “we worked hard all night long and 
caught nothing, but if you say so, I will pay 
out the nets.” And when they had done this 

they netted such a huge number of fish that 
their nets began to tear so they signalled to 
their companions in the other boat to come 
and help them; when these came, they filled 
two boats to sinking point.
 When Simon Peter saw this he fell at the 
knees of Jesus saying “Leave me, Lord; I am 
a sinful man.” For he and all his companions 
were completely overcome by the catch they 
had made; so also were James and John, 
sons of Zebedee, who were Simon’s partners. 
But Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; 
from now on it is men you will catch.” Then, 
bringing their boats back to land, they left 
everything and followed him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
O Lord, our God,
who once established these created things
to sustain us in our frailty,
grant, we pray,
that they may become for us now
the Sacrament of eternal life.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Let them thank the Lord for his mercy,
his wonders for the children of men,
for he satisfies the thirsty soul,
and the hungry he fills with good things.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
O God, who have willed that we be partakers
in the one Bread and the one Chalice,
grant us, we pray, so to live
that, made one in Christ,
we may joyfully bear fruit
for the salvation of the world.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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The way in which people speak to Jesus 
reveals their understanding of who he is.

Titles such as ‘Teacher’ or ‘Master’ indicate 
that the person understands Jesus simply as 
a human being.

The terms ‘Lord’ or ‘Christ’ really refer to the 
risen and glorified Jesus.

The verb ‘to follow’ is a technical term for ‘to 
become’ (or ‘to be’) a disciple of Jesus.

LEARN

Today we meet Simon Peter for the first time in the narrative. 
Jesus has already healed Simon’s mother-in-law, but this is the 
earliest personal encounter of the two which Luke records. 
Instead of the abrupt command in the versions of Mark and Matthew, Luke’s version sets 
the recruiting of the first three disciples in the context of an astonishing catch of fish after 
a night of futile human effort. The evangelist emphasises Peter’s faith in the word of Jesus 
the prophet. Peter initially objects to Jesus’ command, but then obeys, echoing the idea 
that “nothing is impossible to God”. Peter’s perception of Jesus changes as a result of his 
experience; at the beginning of the story, he refers to Jesus as “Master” and at the end as 
“Lord”. 

Peter’s reaction when he discovers himself in the presence, not of a simple teacher 
who taught the crowds from a boat, but of a divine figure, is to worship Jesus. He then 
describes himself as “a sinful man”; this does not mean that he is morally wicked, but 
rather that he is accepting his human condition when confronted by the Holy One, just as 
Isaiah did during his vision of the Almighty in the Temple. It is this realistic view of himself 
that allows Peter to accept Jesus and the salvation he offers. The human reaction to the 
divine presence is often described in terms of fear or awe: Luke describes it more in terms 
of being fascinated, being drawn, rather like Moses and the burning bush. The person is 
attracted to Jesus not just by his word but by his whole person. Although Peter’s original 
request is for Jesus to withdraw his presence, Peter ends up following him. Peter here 
represents the converted sinner who becomes a disciple. He will now share in the mission 
of Jesus and will catch human beings instead of fish. He will snare them alive in the net of 
the Gospel. n 

SAY
Speak, Master, your 
disciple is listening.

Follow me, follow me, leave 
your home and family…” – so 
goes the tuneful and popular 

hymn, often sung with great gusto 
by people who have no intention 
of taking the words seriously. Or 
perhaps it would be better to say that 
most people have no possibility of 
putting the call literally into practice. 
Maybe we need to consider what the 
term ‘following’ means to us. In the 
Gospel, when we come across the 
word ‘follow’, we might substitute the 
phrase ‘being a disciple’. So when 
Jesus says, “Follow me!” he is simply 
saying “Be my disciple!” This is an 
invitation, not a command; we will 
encounter individuals in the Gospel 
narrative who cannot accept Jesus’ 
invitation. His invitation is to all of us, 
whoever we may be. No state of life 
is higher than another in the Christian 
community. As long as being a 
committed disciple of Jesus is the 
most important aspect of our life, then 
we will see our other responsibilities 
in their proper light. n

REFLECT

5TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
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Make the Sign of the Cross with holy water. 
Your baptism was the outward sign of 
your accepting the invitation to become 
a disciple of Jesus. The way you live out 
your baptismal calling is just as valid and 
significant as any other.

DO

“

Stained glass window in the Cathedral of Rouen, France, depicting Jesus calling Simon 
Peter to become a “fisher of men” 

TRY 
AGAIN, 
SIMON!

(LUKE 5:1-11)
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