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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say,  
 rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near.

COLLECT
O God, who see how your people
faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity,
enable us, we pray, 
to attain the joys of so great a salvation
and to celebrate them always 
with solemn worship and glad rejoicing.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Zephaniah 3:14-18

A reading from the prophet Zephaniah.

Shout for joy, daughter of Zion,
Israel, shout aloud!
Rejoice, exult with all your heart,
daughter of Jerusalem!
The Lord has repealed your sentence;
he has driven your enemies away.
The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst;
you have no more evil to fear.
When that day comes, word will come to  
 Jerusalem:
Zion, have no fear,
do not let your hands fall limp.
The Lord your God is in your midst,
a victorious warrior.
He will exult with joy over you,
he will renew you by his love;
he will dance with shouts of joy for you
as on a day of festival.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 12

Response:
Sing and shout for joy
for great in your midst is the Holy One of  
 Israel.

1.  Truly, God is my salvation,
  I trust, I shall not fear.
  For the Lord is my strength, my song,
  he became my saviour.
  With joy you will draw water
  from the wells of salvation. (R.)

2.  Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his  
  name!
  Make his mighty deeds known to the  
   peoples!
  Declare the greatness of his name. (R.)

3.  Sing a psalm to the Lord
  for he has done glorious deeds,
  make them known to all the earth!
  People of Zion, sing and shout for joy
  for great in your midst is the Holy One of  
   Israel. (R.)

SECOND READING  Philippians 4:4-7

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Philippians.

I want you to be happy, always happy in the 
Lord; I repeat, what I want is your happiness. 
Let your tolerance be evident to everyone: 
the Lord is very near. There is no need to 

worry; but if there is anything you need, 
pray for it, asking God for it with prayer and 
thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which 
is so much greater than we can understand, 
will guard your hearts and your thoughts, in 
Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord has been given to me.
He has sent me to bring good news to the  
 poor. 
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Luke 3:10-18

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Luke.

When all the people asked John, “What must 
we do?” he answered, “If anyone has two 
tunics he must share with the man who has 
none, and the one with something to eat 
must do the same.” There were tax collectors 
too who came for baptism, and these said to 
him, “Master, what must we do?” He said to 
them, “Exact no more than your rate.” Some 
soldiers asked him in their turn, “What about 
us? What must we do?” He said to them, “No 
intimidation! No extortion! Be content with 
your pay!”
 A feeling of expectancy had grown among 
the people, who were beginning to think that 
John might be the Christ, so John declared 
before them all, “I baptise you with water, but 
someone is coming, someone who is more 
powerful than I am, and I am not fit to undo 
the strap of his sandals: he will baptise you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-
fan is in his hand to clear his threshing-floor 
and to gather the wheat into his barn; but the 
chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go 
out.” As well as this, there were many other 
things he said to exhort the people and to 
announce the Good News to them.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
May the sacrifice of our worship, Lord, we  
 pray,
be offered to you unceasingly,
to complete what was begun in sacred   
 mystery
and powerfully accomplish for us your saving  
 work.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do  
 not fear.
Behold, our God will come, and he will save  
 us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We implore your mercy, Lord,
that this divine sustenance may cleanse us of  
 our faults
and prepare us for the coming feasts.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Tax-collectors did not receive a salary: they 
were expected to charge commission on 
the money they gathered for the Roman 
authorities.

The Herod who appears in the story of John 
the Baptist is Herod Antipas, son of Herod 
the Great who ruled when Jesus was born.

Luke is particularly concerned with the plight 
of poor and vulnerable people.

The third Sunday of Advent is known as 
Laetare Sunday: Laetare (Rejoice!) is the 
opening Latin word of the entrance antiphon 
– we are halfway through Advent!

LEARN

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT16 DECEMBER 2018 

Our Gospel passage today centres on John the Baptist and 
considers two questions. 
The first is this: What does baptism mean for those people who have responded positively 
to his preaching? For Luke, this centres on the use of possessions. A major theme in Luke’s 
Gospel is the care for the poor which features strongly in the preaching of the prophets. 
To be converted to God means to give up selfish attitudes and behaviour and to consider 
the needs of those less fortunate. It means resisting the temptation to use a position of 
authority and power, such as that enjoyed by tax officials and soldiers, to enrich oneself at 
the expense of those in a vulnerable situation. 

The second question is: Who is the Messiah? It is clear from this passage and elsewhere 
that some people thought that John the Baptist fulfilled this role, and later Christian 
missionaries encountered disciples of John in Ephesus. John here declares himself not 
to be the Messiah and looks forward to the coming of the Stronger One, who will bring 
judgment and salvation. It is John’s mission to prepare a people for the Lord, and once 
Jesus has arrived on the scene and been baptised himself, John’s ministry is over. n 

THE WORD Year C • Season Colour: Rose / Purple • Psalter Week 3

SAY
Rejoice in the Lord always.

Look through your cupboards: is there any 
spare clothing or food you could give to the 
St Vincent de Paul Society or some such 
organisation for people in need?

DO

JOHN THE 
MESSIAH? 
(LUKE 3:10-18)

The Gospel tradition tells us that 
John the Baptist was imprisoned 
and then executed by Herod 

Antipas. Most people are familiar with 
the rather dramatic and colourful account 
of his fate as a result of Herod’s rash 
promise to his step-daughter Salome. 
Even John’s being imprisoned for 
denouncing Herod’s legally incestuous 
marriage to Herodias seems a somewhat 
extreme reaction to an irritating 
fundamentalist preacher.

However, our Gospel passage today 
gives us a clue that Herod may well have 
regarded John as a real and present 

danger to his own power and position. 
John was a person who was gaining 
influence, not just over the ordinary 
religious-minded citizens but also over 
those officials on whom Herod’s rule 
depended, the tax-collectors and soldiers. 
Herod was also a puppet ruler who 
depended on the favour of the Roman 
authorities, so any threat to Roman 
rule had to be dealt with immediately 
and severely. If John the Baptist was 
becoming someone with sway over the 
likes of soldiers, then he would be an 
alternative centre of power in the land. 
It is therefore possible that this was 
the reason for his imprisonment and 
subsequent execution. We remember that 

Jesus was executed on a political charge 
as ‘King of the Jews’, not ‘Son of God’.

On a more positive note, we can see 
in the tax-collectors and soldiers the 
universal offer of salvation: we will 
encounter these groups later in the 
ministry of Jesus, where associating 
with the despised tax-collectors will get 
Jesus into trouble. The Gentile centurion 
will beg Jesus to heal his servant, and 
it will be a Roman centurion who will 
declare the crucified Jesus righteous. 
As we move through Advent, we can 
see how God offers the Good News to 
everyone, irrespective of race, religion or 
occupation. n 

REFLECT

Statue of St John the Baptist with golden cross, Charles Bridge, Prague, Czech Republic
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