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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
How worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and divinity,
and wisdom and strength and honour.
To him belong glory and power for ever and  
 ever.
Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,
whose will is to restore all things
in your beloved Son, the King of the universe,
grant, we pray,
that the whole creation, set free from slavery,
may render your majesty service
and ceaselessly proclaim your praise.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
Amen.

FIRST READING Daniel 7:13-14

A reading from the prophet Daniel.

I gazed into the visions of the night.
And I saw, coming on the clouds of heaven, 
one like a son of man.
He came to the one of great age
and was led into his presence.
On him was conferred sovereignty,
glory and kingship,
and men of all peoples, nations and 
languages became his servants.
His sovereignty is an eternal sovereignty
which shall never pass away,
nor will his empire be destroyed.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 92

Response:
The Lord is king, with majesty enrobed.

1.  The Lord is king, with majesty enrobed;
  the Lord has robed himself with might,
  he has girded himself with power. (R.)

2.  The world you made firm, not to be  
   moved;
  your throne has stood firm from of old.
  From all eternity, O Lord, you are. (R.)

3.  Truly your decrees are to be trusted.
  Holiness is fitting to your house,
  O Lord, until the end of time. (R.)

SECOND READING  Apocalypse 1:5-8

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse.

Jesus Christ is the faithful witness, the First-
born from the dead, the Ruler of the kings of 
the earth. He loves us and has washed away 
our sins with his blood, and made us a line of 
kings, priests to serve his God and Father; to 
him, then, be glory and power for ever and 
ever. Amen. It is he who is coming on the 
clouds; everyone will see him, even those 
who pierced him, and all the races of the 
earth will mourn over him. This is the truth. 
Amen. “I am the Alpha and the Omega” says 
the Lord God, who is, who was, and who is to 
come, the Almighty.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessings on him who comes in the name of  
 the Lord!
Blessings on the coming kingdom of our  
 father David!
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  John 18:33-37

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
John.

“Are you the king of the Jews?” Pilate asked. 
Jesus replied, “Do you ask this of your own 
accord, or have others spoken to you about 
me?” Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? It is 
your own people and the chief priests who 
have handed you over to me: what have you 
done?” Jesus replied, “Mine is not a kingdom 
of this world; if my kingdom were of this 
world, my men would have fought to prevent 
my being surrendered to the Jews. But my 
kingdom is not of this kind.” “So you are a 
king then?” said Pilate. “It is you who say it” 
answered Jesus. “Yes, I am a king. I was born 
for this, I came into the world for this: to bear 
witness to the truth; and all who are on the 
side of truth listen to my voice.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,

he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
As we offer you, O Lord, the sacrifice
by which the human race is reconciled to you,
we humbly pray
that your Son himself may bestow on all  
 nations
the gifts of unity and peace.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
The Lord sits as King for ever.
The Lord will bless his people with peace.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Having received the food of immortality,
we ask, O Lord,
that, glorying in obedience
to the commands of Christ, the King of the  
 universe,
we may live with him eternally in his  
 heavenly Kingdom.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.
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In the Fourth Gospel, the term ‘the Jews’ often refers to the Jewish authorities who are 
opposed to Jesus.

Pontius Pilate was historically a harsh and brutal ruler; he was finally relieved of office 
because of his cruelty.

The Feast of Christ the King was instituted by Pope Pius X1 in 1925.

The crucifixion in John’s Gospel is the enthronement of Jesus as King and Priest.

LEARN

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe25 NOVEMBER 2018 

In the account of the trial of Jesus given by the evangelist John, there 
is a dialogue between Jesus and the Roman governor, Pilate, about the 
nature of Jesus’ being a king.
 Jesus tells his questioner that the kingship for which he was born was not to be one 
expressed in power but in witnessing to the truth from God. The members of this kingdom 
are those who listen to his message and are looking for the truth; they enter the kingdom 
where God is to be found, that is, among the community of believers. Pilate, in the full 
text, apparently avoids making a decision about what Jesus tells him by asking “What is 
truth?” But by refusing to accept the truth offered by Jesus, he aligns himself with those 
who have opted for the darkness instead of the light.

Jesus will be revealed as king on the cross, where he will gather all people to himself 
when he is lifted up. Thus his kingship is seen as having a universal scope, not restricted 
to any one nationality but rather open to all those who are on the side of truth and listen 
to his voice. The cross in the Fourth Gospel is the place of Jesus’ being exalted (“lifted 
up”); it is not the tragedy which we might understand from the Synoptic versions. In our 
passage today, Jesus explains this serenely to Pilate while outside the mob is calling for 
his execution. n 

THE WORD Year B • Season Colour: White • Psalter Week 2

This Gospel reading for the feast 
of Christ the King presents Jesus 
as the unifying focal point of the 

human race. Jesus is the one who 
offers light, truth and life to those who 
will accept them. He is the clearest 
Word which God has spoken to human 
beings and conveys God’s message to 
those who will listen. In a world which 
seems to be becoming more and more 
fragmented, some such unifying focus 
appears to be increasingly necessary. 

Throughout the Gospel of John there 
has been the idea of judgment, not 
so much the final judgment at the 
end, but rather the judgment which 
human beings pronounce upon 
themselves by their decision for or 
against Jesus and his message. In 
the Gospel tradition, the evangelists 
present Jesus as respecting human 
freedom and decision; he may well 
regret the choice certain people make, 
but recognises this as their right. There 
are no threats of eternal damnation or 
the like. Perhaps today’s feast might 
remind us that the divisions which 
we may think so important, of race, 
class and religion, are simply human 
inventions; that for God it is enough 
that a person is a human being, made 
in God’s image and likeness and that 
the values Jesus teaches are basically 
human values which anyone can 
respect and live by. Perhaps the world 
would be that better place if we all 
learned to accept one another as fellow 
human beings with the same hopes 
and fears; and perhaps in that way the 
Kingdom of God, which is marked by 
reconciliation, justice and peace will 
become a reality in our world. n

REFLECT

SAY

The Lord is king, in the crib and on the cross.

Look at a crucifix or picture which presents 
Jesus in the robes of a priest with a royal 
crown on his head. This is the meaning of 
John’s crucifixion scene. 

DO

WHAT 
KIND  
OF KING? 
(JOHN 18:33-37)
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