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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Tell among the nations his glory,
and his wonders among all the peoples,
for the Lord is great and highly to be praised.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
O God, whose will it is that all should be  
 saved
and come to the knowledge of the truth,
look upon your abundant harvest
and be pleased to send workers to gather it,
that the Gospel may be preached to all  
 creation
and that your people, gathered by the word  
 of life
and sustained by the power of the  
 Sacraments,
may advance in the path of salvation and  
 love.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 53:10-11

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

The Lord has been pleased to crush his 
servant with suffering. 
If he offers his life in atonement, 
he shall see his heirs, he shall have a long life 
and through him what the Lord wishes will 
be done.
His soul’s anguish over 
he shall see the light and be content. 
By his sufferings shall my servant justify 
many, 
taking their faults on himself.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 32

Response:
May your love be upon us, O Lord
as we place all our hope in you.

1.  The word of the Lord is faithful
  and all his works to be trusted.
  The Lord loves justice and right
  and fills the earth with his love. (R.)

2.  The Lord looks on those who revere him,
  on those who hope in his love,
  to rescue their souls from death,
  to keep them alive in famine. (R.)

3.  Our soul is waiting for the Lord.
  The Lord is our help and our shield.
  May your love be upon us, O Lord,
  as we place all our hope in you. (R.)

SECOND READING  Heb 4:14-16

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

Since in Jesus, the Son of God, we have the 
supreme high priest who has gone through 
to the highest heaven, we must never let 
go of the faith that we have professed. For 
it is not as if we had a high priest who was 
incapable of feeling our weaknesses with us; 
but we have one who has been tempted in 
every way that we are, though he is without 
sin. Let us be confident, then, in approaching 
the throne of grace, that we shall have mercy 
from him and find grace when we are in need 
of help.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, says  
 the Lord;
No one can come to the Father except 
through me.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Mark 10:35-45

(For shorter form, read between > <)
>A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Mark.<

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
approached Jesus. “Master,” they said to 
him, “we want you to do us a favour.” He 
said to them, “What is it you want me to do 
for you?” They said to him, “Allow us to sit 
one at your right hand and the other at your 
left in your glory.” “You do not know what 
you are asking” Jesus said to them. “Can 
you drink the cup that I must drink, or be 
baptised with the baptism with which I must 
be baptised?” They replied, “We can.” Jesus 
said to them, “The cup that I must drink you 
shall drink, and with the baptism with which 
I must be baptised you shall be baptised, but 
as for seats at my right hand or my left, these 
are not mine to grant; they belong to those to 
whom they have been allotted.”
 When the other ten heard this they began 
to feel indignant with James and John, so 
>Jesus called them to him and said to them, 
“You know that among the pagans their so-
called rulers lord it over them, and their great 
men make their authority felt. This is not to 
happen among you. No; anyone who wants 
to become great among you must be your 
servant, and anyone who wants to be first 
among you must be slave to all. For the Son 
of Man himself did not come to be served but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.”

The Gospel of the Lord.<
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,

(all bow during the next three lines)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Look, O Lord, upon the face of your Christ,
who handed himself over as a ransom for all,
so that through him,
from the rising of the sun to its setting,
your name may be exalted among the nations
and in every place a single offering
may be presented to your majesty.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Go into all the world, and proclaim the  
 Gospel, says the Lord.
I am with you always. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Nourished by these redeeming gifts,
we pray, O Lord,
that through this help to eternal salvation
true faith may ever increase.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Solemn Blessing  
May the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Amen.
And may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for 
ever.  
Amen. 
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Today we are asked to reflect on and 
pray for the missionary work of the 
church. We have heard a lot about 

Jesus’ disciples in the Gospel readings 
of the past few Sundays, and have seen 
that to be a disciple of Jesus means first 
of all to have a personal relationship with 
him. Then Jesus sends his disciples out 
to share in his ministry of preaching and 
healing. It is this context of mission being 
part of what it means to be a disciple that 
we might think about on Mission Sunday.

Ireland has a proud tradition of missionary 
outreach back to the time of Columba. 

The impulse to take the Good News to 
those who have yet to hear it has been 
part of Celtic spirituality from the earliest 
times. The religious orders of women 
and men and those who have gone 
abroad to minister as diocesan priests 
have contributed to the building up of the 
church throughout the world.

Today we have a different situation. The 
number of women and men offering 
themselves for that kind of life and 
apostolate has declined sharply and 
people now speak of the countries of 
Northern Europe, including Ireland, as 

the mission territory of today. However, a 
reverse flow of clergy and religious from 
abroad is not necessarily the answer. 
Perhaps we should see the decline in the 
traditional idea of vocation as a sign from 
the Spirit: the Holy Spirit may be asking 
us, the disciples of Jesus today, to find 
new forms of community life and worship 
rather than just to prop up the old familiar 
structures. This will need wisdom and 
courage; but the alternative is the death of 
the church. We might pray today for a new 
understanding of mission and the part we 
all have to play in making it a reality. n

REFLECT

Once again, Mark presents the disciples as rather obtuse 
individuals who still do not understand what Jesus is all about, 
despite his speaking to them about the passion and cross. 
They imagine, even now, that they can bask in reflected glory by being associated with him. 
For the third time, Jesus predicts his suffering and then he asks them whether they can 
share in the passion which is his destiny. When they reply that they can, he tells them that 
even that will not guarantee for them the places of honour which they desire. That is not in 
his gift; the Father has already decided who will occupy those places. Who they will be, we 
are not told.

This discussion leads into Jesus instructing the Twelve about the nature of true leadership. 
In the political and social circumstances of the time, in which the local population was 
under the thumb of foreign occupiers with the might of the Roman Empire behind them, 
the experience of officials abusing their power would be probably all too familiar. In Jesus’ 
mind, true authority is revealed in service. State power is not to be the model for authority 
amongst the disciples. True greatness lies in being at the disposal of others, and for this the 
best example is Jesus himself. The idea of Jesus being the Son of Man who gives his life 
“as a ransom for many” is the key to understanding not only this passage but the entire 
Gospel of Mark. n

SAY
The Son of Man came to give 
his life as a ransom for me.

Are you in a position of authority over 
anyone (including your children)? How 
do you relate to those under you? Do you 
think of yourself as being in the position 
of a servant (this does not mean being a 
doormat) and that your responsibility is the 
well-being of those in your charge? Then 
look at the crucifix.

DO

Jesus’ death on the cross has been 
understood from the very beginning as a 
sacrificial death on behalf of others.

The term ‘for many’ can reflect a Hebrew 
expression meaning that ‘many’ people 
make up ‘all’ people.

In English, ‘many’ means ‘not all’ (it is an 
exclusive term); in Hebrew, ‘many’ can have 
the meaning ‘all’ (it can be an inclusive 
term).

Christ’s sacrifice can therefore be understood 
as redemption for all people. This does not 
necessarily mean that all are saved. 

LEARN
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