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Year B • Season colour: Green • Psalter Week 2

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom
shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life; whom
should I dread?
When those who do evil draw near, they
stumble and fall.
GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
O God, from whom all good things come,
grant that we, who call on you in our need,
may at your prompting discern what is right,
and by your guidance do it.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Genesis 3:9-15

FIRST READING

A reading from the book of Genesis.
The Lord God called to the man after he had
eaten of the tree. “Where are you?” he asked.
“I heard the sound of you in the garden,” he
replied. “I was afraid because I was naked, so
I hid.” “Who told you that you were naked?”
he asked”. “Have you been eating of the tree
I forbade you to eat?” The man replied, “It
was the woman you put with me; she gave
me the fruit, and I ate it.” Then the Lord God
asked the woman, “What is this you have
done?” The woman replied, “The serpent
tempted me and I ate.”
Then the Lord God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this,
“Be accursed beyond all cattle,
all wild beasts.
You shall crawl on your belly and eat dust
every day of your life.
I will make you enemies of each other:
you and the woman,
your offspring and her offspring.
It will crush your head
and you will strike its heel.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 129

PSALM

Response:
With the Lord there is mercy
and fullness of redemption.
1. Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord,
		 Lord, hear my voice!

		
		
2.
		
		
		
3.
		
		
		
4.
		
		
		

O let your ears be attentive
to the voice of my pleading. (R.)
If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt,
Lord, who would survive?
But with you is found forgiveness:
for this we revere you. (R.)
My soul is waiting for the Lord,
I count on his word.
My soul is longing for the Lord
more than watchman for daybreak. (R.)
Because with the Lord there is mercy
and fullness of redemption,
Israel indeed he will redeem
from all its iniquity. (R.)

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to
the Corinthians.
As we have the same spirit of faith that is
mentioned in scripture – I believed, and
therefore I spoke – we too believe and
therefore we too speak, knowing that he
who raised the Lord Jesus to life will raise us
with Jesus in our turn, and put us by his side
and you with us. You see, all this is for your
benefit, so that the more grace is multiplied
among people, the more thanksgiving there
will be, to the glory of God.
That is why there is no weakening on our
part, and instead, though this outer man
of ours may be falling into decay, the inner
man is renewed day by day. Yes, the troubles
which are soon over, though they weigh little,
train us for the carrying of a weight of eternal
glory which is out of all proportion to them.
And so we have no eyes for things that are
visible, but only for things that are invisible;
for visible things last only for a time, and the
invisible things are eternal.
For we know that when the tent that we live
in on earth is folded up, there is a house built
by God for us, an everlasting home not made
by human hands, in the heavens.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
If anyone loves me he will keep my word,
and my Father will love him,
and we shall come to him. Alleluia!
GOSPEL

Mark 3:20-35

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Mark.
Jesus went home with his disciples, and such
a crowd collected that they could not even
have a meal. When his relatives heard of this,
they set out to take charge of him, convinced
he was out of his mind.
The scribes who had come down from
Jerusalem were saying, “Beelzebul is in
him,” and, “It is through the prince of devils
that he casts devils out.” So he called them to
him and spoke to them in parables, “How can
Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided
against itself, that kingdom cannot last. And
if a household is divided against itself, that
household can never stand. Now if Satan has
rebelled against himself and is divided, he
cannot stand either – it is the end of him. But
no one can make his way into a strong man’s
house and burgle his property unless he has
tied up the strong man first. Only then can he
burgle his house.
“I tell you solemnly, all men’s sins will be
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forgiven, and all their blasphemies; but let
anyone blaspheme against the Holy Spirit and
he will never have forgiveness: he is guilty of
an eternal sin.” This was because they were
saying, “An unclean spirit is in him.”
His mother and brothers now arrived and,
standing outside, sent in a message asking
for him. A crowd was sitting round him at
the time the message was passed to him,
“Your mother and brothers and sisters are
outside asking for you.” He replied, “Who
are my mother and my brothers?” And
looking round at those sitting in a circle about
him, he said, “Here are my mother and my
brothers. Anyone who does the will of God,
that person is my brother and sister and
mother.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
(all bow during the next three lines)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness
of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the
dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Look kindly upon our service, O Lord, we pray,
that what we offer
may be an acceptable oblation to you
and lead us to grow in charity.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my
deliverer;
my God is my saving strength.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
May your healing work, O Lord,
free us, we pray, from doing evil
and lead us to what is right.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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REFLECT

D

JESUS IS ACCUSED
(MARK 3:20-35)

Jesus in the Temple, by Antoniazzo Romano, in the church of San Pietro in Montorio, Rome

There are many stories of healing in the early chapters of Mark’s Gospel,
which form part of the initial footsteps of Jesus’ missionary journey
through Capernaum.
Huge crowds begin to follow him as his reputation for preaching and healing spreads
throughout the countryside. It is fitting that after a period of intense activity, Jesus would
take some time to have an intimate meal with members of his own blood family. This is
the point at which we enter the story today. However, the meal doesn’t go to plan. Crowds
gather to catch a glimpse of Jesus or to hear his Word. Despite Jesus’ earlier instruction
to his disciples to keep his true identity quiet, the meal turns into a frantic affair. His own
family think he is out of his mind and they try to take control of him. The scribes charge
him with being possessed by the devil and even state that Jesus himself is the prince of
demons. This is a step too far for Jesus and he states that under no circumstances can
such language and blasphemy be tolerated. Since Jesus is the Spirit of God, the scribes
are stating that the Spirit is unclean and evil. In Jesus’ eyes, this is unacceptable. While
the main body of this story focuses on this dialogue between Jesus and the scribes, Jesus
returns to the more pressing matter: who is his family? As we have seen, his own flesh
and blood think he is insane. Biblical scholar Ciaran O’ Callaghan CSsR states that Jesus’
new family are those who show “an openness to the presence of God’s Kingdom ... and a
positive response to Jesus’ preaching and doing God’s will”. n

uring World War II, a group of
soldiers serving in France wanted
to bury a fellow soldier who had
been killed in combat. They were keen
to ensure that he receive a proper place
of burial so they found this very well
kept cemetery and a beautiful Catholic
church in the countryside, and they
agreed that the location was perfect.
But when they approached the priest,
he stated that under no circumstances
could the soldier be buried there as he
was not a baptised Catholic. They must
bury their friend outside the boundary
of the cemetery. The priest sensed the
disappointment in the soldiers as they
did what he instructed. The following
day the soldiers returned to pay their
respects at the grave but they could
not find the spot. “Surely we can’t be
mistaken! It was right here,” one of
them said. Just then the priest arrived
and took them to a spot inside the
boundary. He said, “last night I couldn’t
sleep thinking about your friend buried
outside the cemetery. So I got up and
moved the fence.”
Today’s Gospel gets us thinking about
who is part of my family, and who is
part of God’s family? It broadens the
definition of family and encourages
us to move the fence to include the
stranger and the homeless, the elderly
and the sick, the lonely and those
burdened with grief. God’s love and
outreach knows no boundaries. n

LEARN
“The lifeblood of God’s family, of the Church,
is God’s love which is activated in loving him
and others, all others, without distinction or
reservation. The Church is a family in which
we love and are loved.” (Pope Francis)

DO
SAY
God, our Father,
We are brothers and sisters in Jesus your Son,
One family, in the Spirit of your love.
Bless us with the joy of love.
Make us patient and kind,
gentle and generous,
welcoming to those in need.
Help us to live your forgiveness and peace.

This week, try to reflect on Jesus’ teaching
that we are all members of God’s family,
working together in faith and love, to
bring about the Kingdom of God in our
communities.

(Family Prayer for World Meeting of Families, 2018)
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