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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice;
turn to the Lord and his strength;
constantly seek his face.

GlORIA

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive 
our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the 
Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COllECT

Almighty ever-living God,
increase our faith, hope and charity,
and make us love what you command,
so that we may merit what you promise.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Jr 31:7-9

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah.

The Lord says this:
Shout with joy for Jacob!
Hail the chief of nations!
Proclaim! Praise! Shout:
‘The Lord has saved his people.
the remnant of Israel!’
See, I will bring them back
from the land of the North
and gather them from the far ends of earth;
all of them: the blind and the lame,
women with child, women in labour:
a great company returning here.
They had left in tears,
I will comfort them as I lead them back;
I will guide them to streams of water,
by a smooth path where they will not 
stumble.
For I am a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my first-born son.

The word of the Lord.

RESP. PSAlM Ps 125

Response:
What marvels the Lord worked for us!
Indeed we were glad.

When the Lord delivered Zion from 
bondage,
it seemed like a dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter,
on our lips there were songs. (R.)

The heathens themselves said: ‘What 
marvels
the Lord worked for them!’
What marvels the Lord worked for us!
Indeed we were glad. (R.)

Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage
as streams in dry land.
Those who are sowing in tears
will sing when they reap. (R.)

They go out, they go out, full of tears,
carrying seed for the sowing:
they come back, they come back, full of 
song,
carrying their sheaves. (R.)

SECOND READING  heb 5:1-6

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

Every high priest has been taken out of 
mankind and is appointed to act for men in 
their relations with God, to offer gifts and 
sacrifices for sins; and so he can sympathise 
with those who are ignorant or uncertain 
because he too lives in the limitations of 
weakness. That is why he has to make sin 
offerings for himself as well as for the people. 
No one takes this honour on himself, but 
each one is called by God, as Aaron was. Nor 
did Christ give himself the glory of becoming 
high priest, but he had it from the one who 
said to him: You are my son, today I have 
become your father, and in another text: You 
are a priest of the order of Melchizedek, and 
for ever.

The word of the Lord.

GOSPEl ACClAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!
Our Saviour Christ Jesus abolished death,
and he has proclaimed life through the Good 
News.
Alleluia!

GOSPEl  Mk 10:46-52

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Mark.

As Jesus left Jericho with his disciples and a 
large crowd, Bartimaeus (that is, the son to 
Timaeus), a blind beggar, was sitting at the 
side of the road. When he heard that it was 
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout and to 
say, ‘Son of David, Jesus, have pity on me.” 
And many of them scolded him and told 
him to keep quiet, but he only shouted all 
the louder, ‘Son of David, have pity on me.’ 
Jesus stopped and said, ‘Call him here.’ So 
they called the blind man. ‘Courage,’ they 
said, ‘get up; he is calling you.’ So throwing 
off his cloak, he jumped up and went to 
Jesus. Then Jesus spoke, ‘What do you want 
me to do for you?’ ‘Rabbuni,’ the blind man 
said to him, ‘Master, let me see again.’ Jesus 
said to him, ‘Go, your faith has saved you.’ 
And immediately his sight returned and he 
followed him along the road.

The Gospel of the Lord.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the 
Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored 
and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
apostolic Church.

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
of sins

and I look forward to the resurrection of 
the dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

Look, we pray, O Lord,
on the offerings we make to your majesty,
that whatever is done by us in your service
may be directed above all to your glory.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON

We will ring out our joy at your saving help
and exult in the name of our God.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

May your Sacraments, O Lord, we pray,
perfect in us what lies within them,
that what we now celebrate in signs
we may one day possess in truth.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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30tH Sunday in Ordinary 25 OCtOber 2015 

tHe WOrd psalter week 2

This week, practise the ancient Christian form of prayer known as the 
Jesus prayer. Sit in silence for a few minutes, breathing quietly. Then, 
in time with your breathing, pray the words of the beggar in today’s 
Gospel, “Jesus, Son of David, have pity on me!” 

dO

This week pray especially for people who suffer from blindness and 
impaired vision. Pray especially for those who have suffered sudden 
loss of sight by accident or illness and for those who care for young 
blind people. 

pray

The Scots poet, Robert Burns was distracted one 
morning in church. From under the elegant bonnet of 
the well-dressed lady sitting in front of him, a louse 

appeared which proceeded to crawl over the lady’s beautiful 
clothes. Burns composed a poem to the louse in his own 
Scots dialect. It concludes (in a standard English translation): 
“And would some power the small gift give us, to see 
ourselves as others see us!

It would from many a blunder free us, and foolish notion. 
What airs in dress and gait would leave us, and even 
devotion!”

Seeing ourselves as we really are is not really such a small 
gift! Sometimes it is a gift we are offered but for various 
reasons, prefer not to accept. Catching a glimpse of myself 
behaving badly or foolishly is usually enough to make me 
turn away and look at something else, preferably someone 
else’s mistakes! Jesus’ last journey with his disciples to 
Jerusalem was a crash course in discipleship. Much of what 
he taught them, about replacing ambition with service, about 
imitating the poverty and humility of a child rather than the 
power-grabbing of the tyrant, went over their heads. The one 
who becomes the model of discipleship is the blind beggar, 
Bar Timeus who follows him along the road. n

reFLeCt

Jesus has reached the end of a long trek from 
northern Israel with his disciples, which has 
taken about a week. 
Soon, they will begin the last leg of their journey, a stiff climb 
of fifteen miles from Jericho to Jerusalem. As they leave the 
town of Jericho behind, a blind beggar calls out for help. People 
who received healing from Jesus in the Gospels are usually 
anonymous. The exceptions are Peter’s mother in law (but we 
don’t know her proper name), Lazarus who was raised from the 
dead and the man in today’s story. He is called ‘Bartimaeus,’ which 
means ‘the son of Timeaus’, just as Jesus would have been known 
to his neighbours in Nazareth as ‘Bar Yoseph,’ ‘the son of Joseph.’ 
He is like another rather insignificant character in the Gospel story, 
Simon of Cyrene, who helped Jesus carry the cross. The reason 
their names were remembered is probably because they eventually 
became members of the Jesus movement. 

A beggar was a symbol of people who had nothing, who were 
on the very fringes of society. They could claim no rights for 
themselves. In many cases, their economic need was compounded 
by physical disability, as in this case by blindness. This man 
refuses to be cowed by others, however, and especially they will 
not silence him when he decides his voice has to be heard. When 
Jesus calls him, the response is eager – he throws off his cloak, 
jumps up and asks forth-rightly for what he wants, to have his 
sight restored and so it is done. 

Mark’s Gospel is unusual in having two cures of blindness. They 
stand at the beginning and end of the journey to Jerusalem. The 
first cure is unusual among all the healing stories of the Gospel 
in that the cure is not instantaneous, and indeed it even looks as 
though it is only partly successful. The man’s restoration of sight is 
only partial – he can see shapes moving around that he presumes 
are human but they are as formless as trees. This time the cure is 
instantly successful and the man ‘follows him along the road’, that 
is, he becomes a disciple. n

Learn

Following Jesus is a life-time learning experience. 

Sometimes recognising what we don’t know can be the first step in 
learning. 

The best way to learn how to follow Jesus is by reading and 
reflecting on the Gospel story. 

Say
Open my eyes, Lord, I want to see Jesus, 
to reach out and touch him and say that 
I love him.

MastEr,  
lEt ME sEE 

agaIn
Mark 10:46-52 
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