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JUNE

04
PENTECOST

SUNDAY

A NEW KIND OF 
LANGUAGE 
I  am not good at 
languages. I find it hard 
to master them. They are 
not my thing. 

So I wonder how I 
would have got on at 

Pentecost when the apostles were given 
the gift of tongues. Today’s first reading 
describes how the apostles were gathered 
behind closed doors full of fear after the 
events of Holy Week. Then the Holy Spirit 
descended on them, filling them with new 
life and confidence, and giving them the 
gift of tongues so they could speak other 
languages.

Filled with the Holy Spirit, they poured out 
of the room, no longer afraid, and began 
to preach the Good News of the Gospel to 
everyone.

Jerusalem was a cosmopolitan city, with 
people of many different nationalities 
speaking many different tongues, and yet 
when the apostles preached, everybody 
understood them. It was as if they spoke 
to each person in his or her own native 
language.

At Pentecost the disciples received the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, and with it, the gift of 
tongues. What was that gift? Was it that they 
suddenly become polyglots, able to speak 
everything from Swahili to Swedish? Or was 
it something different? 

What happened that first Pentecost 
was that they were given the ability to 
communicate in a new kind of language – 
the language of the Holy Spirit, the language 
of love. That language can transcend any 
barrier of race, or tongue, or nationality. It’s 
a gift, a language we have been given also, as 
members of the church.

Today’s Readings

Acts 2:1-11; Ps 103; 1 Cor 12:3-7.12-13; 
John 20:19-23

GOD’S WORD THIS MONTH

God’s Word continues on page 46
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GOD’S WORD THIS MONTH

JUNE

11
SOLEMNITY OF 

THE MOST 
HOLY TRINITY

JUNE

18
FEAST OF THE BODY 

AND BLOOD OF 
CHRIST

Today’s Readings

Dt 8:2-3.14-16; Ps 147; 1 Co 10:16-17; 
John 6:51-58

GREAT MYSTERY REVEALED 
The Trinity can sometimes 
appear like a complicated 
mathematical puzzle of 
fitting three persons into one 
God. Like Jews and Muslims, 
Christians believe in one God. 
Yet the God that Jesus reveals 

to us is an infinitely rich God who does not dwell 
in some remote part of the solar system. “In him 
we move and live and have our being,” St Paul 
once preached in the city of Athens. That God 
has drawn near to us in the human form of Jesus 
his Son and Word, and continues to be present 
to us through his Spirit.   

Today’s Gospel is part of a longer story of a 
meeting between Jesus and a Jewish leader 
called Nicodemus. Nicodemus was a good man 
searching for the Kingdom of God. Jesus’ message 
to him was quite simple. It is not a question of 
whether human beings can find their way to God, 
but that God has found the way to come near 
to them and to give them a mysterious rebirth 

through the Spirit. “God loved the world so much 
that he gave his only Son so that everyone who 
believes in him might not be lost but have eternal 
life.” 

The secret mystery of the Trinity is that God is 
Love, a love that needs so much to express itself 
that it takes a human body and identifies with 
us in our weakness. The cross is the sign of how 
deep that love goes and when we sign ourselves 

with it, we do so in the name of Father, Son and 
Spirit. When we were brought into the new birth 
of baptism, it was in the name of that same Holy 
Trinity - Father, Son and Spirit.

SOUL FOOD 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus reveals himself as the living 
bread that has come down from heaven, and says 
that anyone who eats this bread will live forever. 

Jesus’ statement that he is the bread of life is 
difficult for his hearers. They have no trouble with 
heavenly bread: their ancestors were sustained with 
manna, the bread from heaven, while they travelled 

through the wilderness for 40 years. Their difficulty 
comes when Jesus identifies the bread he gives with 
his own body and blood. 

We sometimes use abstract words like ‘personal 
existence’ or personality to try to seize the deepest 
truth of what it means to be human. The bible uses 
more concrete language. When it speaks of body, it 
means more than a collection of flesh and bones. 

When it speaks of blood it means the vital element 
that sustains life. 

When people offered a sacrifice, the most 
important part of the offering was the pouring 
out of the blood on the altar. When Jesus is talking 
about his body and blood, then, he is talking about 
his total human presence. His body will be stretched 
to breaking point on the cross. His blood will be 
poured out in sacrifice. The life of Jesus is absolute 
gift. Another way of saying it is that it is utter love. 

To eat the flesh and drink the blood of Jesus 
means to enter as fully as it is possible for human 
beings to do into the depths of the mystery of his 
self-giving love. And that is the gift that is laid out 
for us at every Mass. 

This feast of the Body and Blood of Christ is an 
opportunity to think about the Eucharist and what 
it means, and for each of us to ask God for a deeper 
love for this great Sacrament of Love

Today’s Readings

Ex 34:4-6.8-9; Ps Dn3:52-56; 2 Co 13:11-
13; John 3:16-18
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25
12RD SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME

ACROSS
1. Chaotic din caused by a crowd of people. (6)
5. Bible book of travel. (6)
10. A state of great confusion or 
commotion. (7)
11. A round, shaved area on top of a 
monk's head. (7)
12. A home for a wild animal. (4)
13. The poorest country in the Middle 
East. (5)
15. Free from moral fault or guild. (4)
17. A male Irish tree. (3)
19. The basic monetary unit of Israel. (6)
21. Author of 'The Pilgrim's Progress.' (6)
22. A plain ad hides of knightly champion. (7)
23. Eavesdrop on a conversation. (6)
25. Cause someone to be unable to see for 
a short period. (6)
28. A Polynesian garland of flowers. (3)
30. A set of questions used to evaluate a 
person's performance. (4)
31. A pleasing view. (5)
32. A small object used by actors. (4)
35. Bloom at the fete game. (7)
36. Snacks for heated canines. (3,4)
37. Worshipped, venerated. (6)
38. Reduce something in quality or value. (6)

DOWN
2. Republic in South Central Europe, capital Kiev. (7)

3. A hard kick from an item of sturdy 
footwear. (4)
4. An acceptance, without proof, that 
something exists or is true. (6)
5. The sole book in the Bible that does not 
explicitly mention God. (6)
6. The characteristic grunting sound of a pig. (4)
7. The only country with the same letter 
three time in its first five letters. (7)
8. Ring-shaped reefs formed of coral. (6)
9. Sea between Greece and Turkey. (6)
14. Optical illusions in the desert. (7)
16. Reddish-brown colour of early 
photographs. (5)
18. Relating to the Moon. (5)
20. Fail to keep up on a computer. (3)
21. Offer a price at an auction. (3)
23. A thing with distinct and independent 
existence. (6)
24. Red emus began again after an 
interruption. (7)
26. Substitutes for expensive diamonds in 
jewellery. (7)
27. Reveal the true, objectionable nature of 
someone or something. (6)
28. Reptile with scales for skin. (6)
29. Wanted to scratch. (6)
33. A rough and bad-mannered person. (4)
34. The remnant of a pencil after prolonged 
use. (4)

IT'S NOT A BED OF ROSES!
The whole chapter 10 of Matthew's Gospel defines 
what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. And the 
definition is not for the faint hearted.

When travelling around the countryside driving out 
demons and spirits and healing the sick, a true disciple 
must travel light and leave all money and possessions 
behind. No bag or extra sandals and each disciple will 

be sent out like sheep among wolves. 
Today's Gospel passage continues in similar vain with a warning to 

the disciples. When they preach the Word of God, they will encounter 
bitterness and hatred. Jesus has already experienced adversity in 
his ministry and is very aware that the same animosity awaits his 
followers. But the key statement from Jesus is one of hope: "Do not 
be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul." 

The future trials of the disciples are being predicted by Jesus and in 
many ways the same warnings are applicable for the church today. We 
face many trials in the form of decreased numbers attending mass, 
our teachings and beliefs are under constant challenge and scrutiny 
by an increasingly secular world and there are many conflicting 
proposals as to the future direction our church must take in order to 
survive. But amidst the adversity that Jesus and his disciples will face, 
he says to his followers, "Do not be afraid." True disciples of Jesus are 
always ready for the difficulties that will come. We are supported by 
a compassionate and loving Christ who cares for us and encourages 
us through uncertainty.
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Today’s Readings

Jer 20:1-9;  Ps 68;  Rm 5:12-15;   Matthew 10:26-33

THE REALITY CROSSWORD 
NUMBER 5, JUNE 2017
SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD No. 3
ACROSS: Across: 1. Mirage, 5. Hamlet, 10. Aphasia, 11. Thieves, 12. Ally, 13. Herod, 15. Gobi, 17. 
Sag, 19. Dorcas, 21. Fiasco, 22. Minimum, 23. Gluten, 25. Rosary, 28. Elm, 30. Adam, 31. Adieu, 32. 
Cowl, 35. Tidiest, 36. Unaware, 37. Angler, 38. Albion.
DOWN: 2. Inhaler, 3. Apse, 4. Erases, 5. Hot dog, 6. Mail, 7. Envious, 8. Hazard, 9. Eskimo, 14. 
Ravioli, 16. Cameo, 18. Simon, 20. Sin, 21. Fur, 23 Giants, 24 Ugandan, 26 Avocado, 27 Yelped, 28 
Editor, 29 Medusa, 33 Reel, 34 Lamb.

Winner of Crossword No. 3  Ríona Leydon, Roscommon


