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DECEMBER

27
FEAST OF THE 
HOLY FAMILY 

JANUARY

03
SECOND SUNDAY 
OF CHRISTMAS 

A LOST BOY 
This story in today’s Mass 
is only found in Luke’s 
Gospel. Ancient history 
writers often included a 
story about the early days 
of their hero in the belief 
that ‘the child is father 

to the man.’ Luke shows us Mary and 
Joseph as faithful Jews going up to Jerusalem 
to celebrate the feast of Passover. The journey 

would have taken almost a week, they spent 
another week celebrating the feast and then 
another week going home. Three weeks 
without earning plus the need to provide for 
meals and accommodation was a challenge 
to ordinary folk Luke. To do it faithfully each 
year was a mark of outstanding piety.  

As the family assembles on the first evening 
of the return journey, there is consternation: 
the boy is missing. He may have teamed up 
with other lads, but a search reveals no sign 

of him. After a night of restless sleep, it is 
a day’s journey back to Jerusalem. On the 
third day, they find him, sitting among the 
teachers. Teachers and their students often 
used the arcades of the temple for study. This 
boy is not over-awed by his surroundings nor 
by the learned teachers. What Luke wants 
to show is how Jesus is already seen a wise 
teacher even at the age of twelve. A Jewish 
boy becomes ‘bar mizvah’ or obliged to study 
the law and to keep the commandments 
after his twelfth birthday. 

Understandably, his mother was not 
impressed! It has cost her and Joseph two 
sleepless nights and long days of searching, 
so they were ‘overcome’ (the original word 
means something more like ‘panic stricken’) 
when they saw him. His answer brings them 
little comfort – ‘did you not know that I 
must be about my Father’s business?’ It will 
be many long years before he resumes ‘his 
father’s business.’ In the meantime, he will 
grow in wisdom, get taller and find favour 
with God and ordinary mortals.

will not succeed. This Word who has become 
flesh is the son of Mary. The Jews believed 
that human beings would never be able to 
see God. Even Moses had only managed to 
catch a glimpse of God’s back as he stood 
huddled in a cleft of the Holy Mountain of 
Sinai. It is Jesus, the only Son who was from 
the beginning nearest the very heart of God, 
who has made him known by taking on a 
human body like ours. This is the deepest 
mystery of Christmas.

God – e.g. when God says, ’Let there be light’, 
the primal darkness is suddenly illuminated 
by a burst of light. John identifies that Word 
as a person, Jesus.  Now that he has come 
among us, our world is dramatically changed.  
We usually say, in the Angelus, for example, 
that the Word “dwelt among us.”  Literally, it 
is "he pitched his tent among us." The fragile, 
frail flesh of a human body, indeed of a child, 
has become the tent where God dwells. But 
the word ‘tent’ would also remind a devout 
Jew of the ‘tent of meeting,’ the forerunner 
of the temple, which Moses pitched in the 
desert and where he met God. 

The darkness of sin and unbelief may 
struggle to overcome the fragile Word, but it 

PITCHED HIS TENT AMONG US
Two G osp els ,  M ark 
and John, do not have 
accounts of the birth of 
Jesus. John’s Gospel opens 
with a majestically flowing 
meditation on how ‘the 
Word was made flesh’ and 

dwelt among us. This might originally have 
been a poem or hymn intended to be sung at 
an early liturgy of the community. It echoes 
another book in the bible, Genesis, the very 
first one,  that begins with an account of 
creation.  John takes the opening words of 
Genesis ,” In the beginning.”  Genesis saw 
creation as shaped by the word spoken by 

Today’s Readings

1Sam 1:2-22,24-28    I Jn 3:1-2, 21-24 
Luke 2:41-52

Today’s Readings

Is 62:1-5  1Cor 12:4-11   John 2:1-11
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mean there was a heavy rain shower. For Jews, 
it meant that the barrier separating the earthly 
world from the heavenly was opened for a 
moment. ‘The Spirit descended on him in bodily 
shape, like a dove.’ In the Old Testament, the 
Spirit descended on prophets to mark them out 
as God’s servants. The heavenly voice declares 
that this man on whom the Spirit rests is not 
simply another prophet: he is the Son, the 
Beloved, on whom God’s favour rests.

someone more powerful than he on the way 
whose sandals John is unfit to untie – this was 
a task normally reserved for a slave. 

The second part of the reading describes the 
baptism of Jesus and its aftermath. While Mark 
and Matthew place the opening of the heavens 
at the actual moment of the baptism, Luke 
instead places it later, while ‘Jesus was at prayer.’ 
Luke has a particular interest in Jesus’ prayer 
and shows him praying at the most important 
moment of his life, before calling the twelve, 
for example, before his passion and again on 
the cross. 

When we say, ‘the heavens opened’ we usually 

THE HEAVENS OPENED
Today’s feast marks the end 
of the Christmas season. It 
also has echoes of Advent 
when we first encountered 
John and his baptism.  There 
are two parts to the reading. 
The first describes the feeling 

of expectancy that gripped the people. John 
the Baptist was a fresh voice that rang out with 
authority. Could he be the Messiah they expected 
to throw off the yoke of Roman oppressor and 
restore the ancient Kingdom of Israel? John is 
quick to dampen their expectations. There is 

The sheer abundance and quality of the gift is 
what counts. It is a moment of revelation in which 
Jesus lets his glory as God’s Son shine through at a 
village wedding. Abundance is a key to the Gospel 
of John. Jesus the vine produces fruit in abundance 
(John 15).The crowd is fed with an abundance of 
bread and fish so that there are twelve baskets 
of leftovers (John 6). The fishermen who caught 
nothing soon find their nets stretched to breaking 
point (John 21). All these are ways of showing the 
truth of what Jesus says: ‘I have come that they 
may have life, and have it to the full’ (John 10:10).

easily strain the resources a family had laid by for 
the occasion, and that is where our story begins. 
The mother of Jesus has spotted that the wine 
is fast running out and realises how shamed the 
young couple and their families will be by such a 
disaster. John never calls her Mary but always ‘the 
Mother of Jesus.’   

This is a miracle story, but John takes care not to 
use that word. He prefers the word ‘sign.’ At the end, 
he tells us that this was the first of the signs given by 
Jesus. Sign is different from miracle, because it points 
to something more mysterious. Miracles like this 
are ‘gift miracles.’ A marriage feast was one of the 
signs of the Kingdom of God. God would never be 
niggardly at the wedding feast of the Kingdom. The 
jars could hold between 120 and 180 gallons: for us, 
that is between 500 and 800 litre bottles of wine! 

AN ABUNDANCE OF WINE
The situation in today’s 
Gospel is a very ordinary 
one – a village wedding to 
which everyone has been 
invited. That includes not 
just the immediate family 

and neighbours of the bride and groom, but ‘friends 
of friends’ like the disciples Jesus brings along with 
his family. Cana is just about three or four miles, 
from Nazareth, so it is not unlikely that either bride 
or groom were relatives of Jesus and Mary. In the 
Middle East, hospitality is an important virtue. 
Being niggardly with food and drink was shameful: it 
marked people off as mean. Being generous on the 
other hand increased the honour and reputation 
of families or individuals. Unexpected guests could 

the blind and a year of God’s favour. 
The year of God’s favour was probably the jubilee 

year that took place every forty-nine years. The 
land was rested, as no new crops were planted or 
harvested. Debts were cancelled and people, who 
had been forced to sell their land because of debt, 
were entitled to reclaim it. Our ‘Holy Year of Mercy’ 
echoes the biblical jubilee year.

place in the synagogue during the Sabbath morning 
service. The highpoint of the service was the reading 
from the Law, followed by a shorter reading from 
one of the prophetic books. Being invited to speak 
at the service was an honour. The congregation was 
probably expecting a sermon from this local boy in 
whose fame family and neighbours basked. When 
he begins to read, he does not read the chosen 
lesson for the day, but reads two sections from 
the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 61:1-2 and 58:6). They 
speak about a mysterious figure, empowered by 
the Spirit, ‘to bring Good News to the poor’, to 
proclaim liberty to captives, restoration of sight to 

YEAR OF GOD’S FAVOUR
Today’s Gospel is a bit 
complicated. It begins by 
giving us the opening words, 
addressed to someone called  
‘Theophilus’ – a name that 
literally means ‘friend of God’. 
Theophilus may have been a 

real person to whom Luke dedicated his Gospel, 
but every reader is a ‘Theophilus’ a ‘friend of God.’ 

Luke then jumps to a story about the adult Jesus 
and his first sermon in his home town. This is a long 
story and it will be continued next Sunday. It takes 

Today’s Readings

Is 40:1-5, 9-11   1 Ti 2:11-14 
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

Today’s Readings

Is 62:1-5   1 Cor 12:4-11
John 2:1-11

Today’s Readings

Neh 8:2-6,8-10   1 Cor 12: 12-30
Luke 1:1-4, 4:12-21

GOD’S WORD THIS SEASON
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FOURTH SUNDAY IN 

ORDINARY TIME

ACROSS
1. An odd era to have deeply loved 
someone. (6)
5. Domesticated South American even-
toed angulate. (6)
10. Hotel and salad. (7)
11. Non-professional. (7)
12. The bird of peace. (4)
13. A French cap. (5)
15. Vegetable known as lady's fingers. (4)
17. A piece of turf. (3)
19. Lower garment worn by Indonesian 
men and women. (6)
21. Tending to hang. (6)
22. Small round boat of Ireland and Wales. (7)
23. The most famous example can be 
found in Turin. (6)
25. Handy and helpful. (6)
28. Bowl-shaped pan used in Chinese 
cooking. (3)
30. It's a deadly sin. (4)
31. King of Israel who killed a giant. (5)
32. Rebuff, ignore or spurn disdainfully. (4)
35. Struck a surface to attract attention. (7)
36. Not made or caused by humankind. (7)
37. Talk on a religious subject during 
Mass. (6)
38. Colour associated with bishops. (6)

DOWN
2. Bring to the proper place or recipient. (7)
3. Old measure of area and a crucifix in a 
medieval church. (4)
4. Openly refuses to obey. (6)
5. Became less intense, a storm or fire 
perhaps. (6)
6. Talk to God. (4)
7. Thorough medical examination. (7)
8. Brassicas and Scandinavian nationals. (6)
9. Agreement between nations. (6)
14. The last Russian royal family. (7)
16. A diamond as taken from the ground. (5)
18. Make something holy by saying a special 
prayer. (5)
20. The Supreme Being. (3)
21. Common viral illness. (3)
23. Tall, swift slender dog. (6)
24. Bring back to normal condition. (7)
26. Ceremony for celebrating and 
remembering the life of a person who has 
died. (7)
27. They are applied to people, containers 
and products. (6)
28. A prison officer. (6)
29. Abduct someone and hold them captive. (6)
33. Remove a substance from the surface of 
a liquid. (4)
34. Rats in the sky at night. (4)

JUST ONE OF US
Today’s Gospel continues the story of Jesus’ sermon 
in Nazareth we began reading last Sunday. It begins 
by recalling the words at the end of last Sunday’s 
Gospel – ‘this text is being fulfilled today, even as 
you listen.’ Luke does not tell us exactly what Jesus 
said in his sermon: we will learn that as we follow 
Jesus the preacher throughout the rest of this year. 

This preacher has a gift for weaving words that win over his hearers. 
As often happens when local boys have done well, some of the 
neighbours are only too eager to recall his very ordinary origins: he 
is just one of themselves. 

Jesus senses that feelings are turning against him. He quotes the 
proverb, ‘Physician heal yourself.’ They have welcomed him because 
they were expecting him some act of prophetic power. He is not 
surprised by the rejection. That always happens to prophets, especially 
when they do not work miracles for their supporters.  During a long 
draught, Elijah did not provide miraculous food for Israelites, but for 
a pagan widow and her son in a foreign town. Elishah did not cure 
lepers in Israel, but he did cure Naaman, a Syrian general. 

This talk of divine favours for foreigners is the last straw. They rise 
up in anger, intending to push him towards a cliff edge, intending to 
throw him over and leave him to die. In the disorder, Jesus manages 
to slip away from the crowd and withdraw

Today’s Readings

Jer 1:4-5. 17-19 1Cor 12:31-13:13 Luke 4:21-30
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THE REALITY CROSSWORD 
NUMBER 10, DECEMBER 2015
SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD No. 8
ACROSS: Across: 1. Cherub, 5. Sombre, 10. Poached, 11. Recipes, 12. Dodo, 13. Ghana, 15. Hull, 17. 
Ave, 19. Shrine, 21. Otters, 22. Gregory, 23. Glower, 25. Eluded, 28. Log, 30. Obey, 31. Canal, 32. 
Esau, 35. Iron Age, 36. Wyoming, 37. Assist, 38. Yahweh.
DOWN: 2. Hoarder, 3. Ruhr, 4. Buddha, 5. Serene, 6. Mock, 7. Rapture, 8. Spades, 9. Psalms, 14. 
Avignon, 16. Angel, 18. Style, 20. Err, 21. Ore, 23. Gloria, 24. Ocelots, 26. Despise, 27. Drudge, 28. 
Lament, 29. Galway, 33. Sari, 34. Tosh.


