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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Father, I pray for those who will believe in me,
that they may be one in us,
so that the world may believe it was you  
 who sent me.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.

We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
Almighty ever-living God,
who in Christ revealed your glory to all the  
 nations,
watch over the works of your mercy,
that Holy Church, spread throughout the  
 whole world,
may persevere with steadfast faith in  
 confessing your name.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
one God for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Is 45:1.4-6

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
whom he has taken by his right hand 
to subdue nations before him 
and strip the loins of kings, 
to force gateways before him 
that their gates be closed no more:
It is for the sake of my servant Jacob, 
of Israel my chosen one, 
that I have called you by your name, 
conferring a title though you do not know me.
I am the Lord, unrivalled; 
there is no other God besides me. 
Though you do not know me, I arm you 
that men may know from the rising to the 
setting of the sun 
that, apart from me, all is nothing. 

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Ps 95

Response:
Give the Lord glory and power.

1.  O sing a new song to the Lord,
  sing to the Lord all the earth.
  Tell among the nations his glory
  and his wonders among all the peoples.  
   (R.)

2.  The Lord is great and worthy of praise,
  to be feared above all gods;
  the gods of the heathens are naught.
  It was the Lord who made the heavens.  
   (R.)
3.  Give the Lord, you families of peoples,

  give the Lord glory and power,
  give the Lord the glory of his name.
  Bring an offering and enter his courts. (R.)
4.  Worship the Lord in his temple.

  O earth, tremble before him.
  Proclaim to the nations: “God is king.”
  He will judge the peoples in fairness. (R.)

SECOND READING  1 Thessalonians 1:1-5

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Thessalonians.

From Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, to the 
Church in Thessalonika which is in God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ; wishing you 
grace and peace from God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 We always mention you in our prayers 
and thank God for you all, and constantly 
remember before God our Father how you 
have shown your faith in action, worked for 
love and persevered through hope, in our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 We know, brothers, that God loves you and 
that you have been chosen, because when 
we brought the Good News to you, it came to 
you not only as words, but as power and as 
the Holy Spirit and as utter conviction.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Your word is truth, O Lord,
consecrate us in the truth.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Matthew 22:15-21

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.

The Pharisees went away to work out 
between them how to trap Jesus in what he 
said. And they sent their disciples to him, 
together with the Herodians, to say, “Master, 
we know that you are an honest man and 
teach the way of God in an honest way, and 
that you are not afraid of anyone, because 
a man’s rank means nothing to you. Tell us 
your opinion, then. Is it permissible to pay 
taxes to Caesar or not?” But Jesus was aware 
of their malice and replied, “You hypocrites! 
Why do you set this trap for me? Let me 
see the money you pay the tax with.” They 
handed him a denarius and he said, “Whose 
head is this? Whose name?” “Caesar’s” they 
replied. He then said to them, “Very well, give 
back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar - and 
to God what belongs to God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of  
 the dead  
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Look upon the offerings of the people  
 consecrated to you,
O merciful God, 
and, through the power of this Sacrament,
grant that the multitude of those who believe  
 in you
may constantly be made a chosen race,
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of  
 your own.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Go into all the world, and proclaim the  
 Gospel, says the Lord.
I am with you always.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
May our participation at your table sanctify  
 us, O Lord, we pray,
and grant that through the Sacrament of your  
 Church
all nations may receive in rejoicing
the salvation accomplished on the Cross
by your Only Begotten Son.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE
May the effects of your sacred blessing,  
 O Lord,
make themselves felt among your faithful,
to prepare with spiritual sustenance the  
 minds of all,
that they may be strengthened by the power  
 of your love
to carry out works of charity.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Our second reading today is 
from the earliest document of 
the New Testament. 
The apostle Paul is writing to some of the 
first Christians, and begins by giving thanks 
to God for the way in which they accepted 
his preaching of the Gospel and how they 
are living that out under God by their active 
faith, practical love and steady hope. His 
mission to them has borne fruit under the 
Holy Spirit and now their mission is to 
continue to live out their faith in action. 
Paul does not regard faith as something 
private to the individual but as power and 
as the Holy Spirit and as utter conviction. 
He describes the people of the community 
in Thessalonica as the people God loves 
and has chosen. But this choosing also 
brings responsibility: the responsibility is 
to be the people of God in the world. That 
is the mission of the Church, to show to 
the world the kind of God we believe in. 
The Bible reveals God as a God first of all 
of justice, who is angered at the way in 
which the weaker members of society are 
exploited by those with power and wealth. 
Sin is often built into the way in which 
society functions, and the Bible is much 
more concerned with this as an offence 
against God than with what we might 
regard as individual (and especially sexual) 
moral behaviour. n

In some churches you will see a 
notice which says Welcome to your 
Mission Field. This notice is placed 

above the doorway leading out of the 
church! This can be very effective and 
sobering when outside the church door 
there is a busy town street: because 
this is precisely where most of us find 
ourselves, and where our mission lies. 
As we reflect today on the Mission of 
the Church, we remember those women 
and men who carry out mission work 
in an exceptional way, for instance by 
going abroad to spread the Gospel 
message, or by witnessing to Gospel 
values in situations filled with danger. 
But all of us are called to be witnesses, 
missionaries in that sense. We may 
feel that our society is no longer 
Christian and that something should 

be done. But what? And by whom? The 
uncomfortable answer is that we are 
the ones who can do something. How? 
There are some associations which rely 
on attraction rather than promotion 
to spread their message. Instead of 
advertising their existence, they grow 
by personal contact and word of mouth. 
The members take opportunities as 
they present themselves to reach out 
to people in particular need by sharing 
their own experience. Not many of us 
are comfortable with being accosted 
in the street by evangelical preachers 
and realise that this is not the way we 
would choose to communicate our faith. 
But we all have chances to suggest to 
others that we have a possible answer 
to their deepest longings. And that is our 
mission. n 

REFLECT

MISSION SUNDAY 
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SAY

You are my witness.Take a risk the next time someone indicates that there is a lack in their life which you sense 
the Gospel message might fill: speak to them gently about how your faith helps you to meet 
the challenges of life.

DO

The Jewish people of Jesus’ day (and now) 
believe that their mission is to be the people 
of God in the world by observing the Torah, 
the Law. There was no need to convert 
others to their religion. 

The disciples of Jesus, after their experience 
of Jesus risen from the dead, believed 
that they had a mission to preach the 
Gospel to anyone who would accept it

The word apostle means one who is sent. 

The chief missionary of the apostolic church 
was Paul, who had not known Jesus in His 
lifetime, but was an apostle because he had 
encountered the risen Jesus on the road to 
Damascus and received his commission to 
spread the Gospel directly from the Lord.

The Church today is understood best as 
The People of God. Anyone who wants to 
become a member of this people is welcome 
to do so.

LEARN
Man helps pass along a bucket of dirt to a fellow missionary on a trip to build a church in Jamaica.

MASS FOR THE 
EVANGELISATION 
OF PEOPLES 
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